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Reference ts the prayer book preſented, 
O U have ſeen, my dear Maxy, by 
the book I gave you yeſterday, how 
much ] intereſt myſelf in your happineſs. 
It is not to be expected you will read the 
whole of it conſtantly every week, in the 
order it ſtands for each day, but there 
are ſome of the prayers, in each day's di- 
viſion, (a) which you ought not by any 
| means 
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(a) The morning prayer, which ever is the 
moſt agreeable, in pages, 168, 206, 225, 247, 


or 297; and the evening prayer, pages 00, 
206, 227, 248, or 272. 


Next to theſe, as daily devotion, is that for 


obedience” to parents, page 162, For fidelity 
Vor. IL B in 


. he > 
means to neglect; and ſome of them you 
ſhould learn without book. My deſign 
is to provide for thy pleaſures as well as 
thy wants : thoſe pleaſures I mean, whoſe 
ways are peace; thole joys, whoſe com- 
panion is reaſon, and whoſe guide is reli- 
gion: ſuch pleaſures and joys will ſuccour 
thee in time of need, when my head ſhall 
be repoſed in the boſom of the earth. 


The expediency of going into ſervice. 
Had it pleaſed heaven to continue thy 
dear mother in life, I would not have 


parted 


—— 
— 
— — 


. 


in ſervitude, 162. For patience in ſervitude, 
163. For application to buſineſs, 164. For 
repentance, as may be moſt ſuitable, pages 
174, 190, 208, 228, 251, 273. For a happy 
Death, 216, 241, 264, 289, &c. The morn- 
ing and evening hymns, in the whol: or in 
part, pages 157 to 161, ought to be learnt to 


be repeated without book, A very little la- 
bour, when young, will accompliſh whatever 
we like to learn; and if we diſlike, there is an 


nd of real devotion, 


8 

parted with thee: thou ſhouldſt have con- 
tinued under her care; ſhe would have 
taught thee the way to happineſs, 1 this 
world and the next. As for myſelf, were . 
I leſs advanced in years, I could not be thy 
guardian in the manner ſhe might have 
been. And if my heart miſguides me nor, 
there is in the mind of thy intended miſ- 
treſs, ſuch goodneſs and underſtanding, 
as will incline her to be a mother to thee. 
Haſt thou wit and virtue enough to make 
her thy friend? I mean not that thou 
ſhouldſt practice any art to deceive : 
where fraud begins, there virtue ends ; and 
cunning is but another name for deceit. 
Lou muſt try to be as wiſe as a ſerpent, 
yet as innocent as a dove, This compa- 
riſon mentioned in the holy ſcriptures, is 
drawn from the reputation of extraordi- 
nary wiſdom in this animal: but remem- 
ber, Mary, you may be very cautious 
what you ſay, and do, and yet practice no 
gule—In the ſame manner you may be 
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as innocent as a dove, yet not ſo fooliſh 
as this bird, which is ſo eaſily enſnared 


and made a prey of. The danger is from 
"want of innocence among the wiſe, and 
want of wiſdom among the innocent, 


Expeftations from bi farm. 
God knows what I ſhall be able to do 


| for thee, in point of proviſion, after my 


death. Thou art a child of providence 


truſt to it, uſing the means that provi 


dence hath pointed-out. I hope my land- 
lord will not raiſe his rent, nor take my 

little farm from me. | 
My farm is bur a little one, and I hope 
to be uſeful to him and to ſociety. If 1 
pay my rent punctually, and put him to 
no greater charge to ſupport my houſe 
and barns, than the proportion he would 
be ſubject to, if his eſtate were rented by 
one monopolizing farmer, it would be a 
wanton exerciſe of his power, if after ſo 
many years of labor on the father's land, 
the ſon ſhould diſtreſs my grey locks. I am 
alſo 


DT 


N 


1 


wo concerned for poor Tos and his 
wife, and three children. If F am obli- 
ged to diſcharge him, my landlord will 


ſo far check the growth of men; and it is 


well if his own children do not one day, 
ſee his eſtate laid waſte by an enemy, for 
want of people to defend it; at leaſt, he 
will contribute to the general diminution 
of the number of ſubjects; the conſe- 
quence of which may be, that he will 
lower the value of the produce of his land, 


by there being ſo many the fewer people 


to conſume it. This I truſt will not hap- 
pen, for I think he is a young man of 
virtue, and knows that providence never 
intended that he ſhould revel in the labo- 


rious miſeries of another, nor that his 


life ſhould be pampered by my labor 
and induſtry, beyond the meaſure that I 
can bear, and live in comfort. It is from 
the labor of the poor, Mary, that the 
riches of the wealthy ſpring; and it is 


from their moderation and our content- 
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ment, property becomes ſafe, and pro 
vides for both rich and poor. Happy 
are thoſe farmers, who are contented with 
the real benevolence of an indulgent land- 
lord, and by doing their duty in the care 


of the land, receive the pleaſure and ad- 


vantage, whichhis virtues naturally reflect. 
Effects of induſtry and virtue. 

Doſt thou behold yon ſheltering ſhades, 
and thoſe thick fences, which guard my 
fields? I planted them with my own hand, 
when I firſt took this farm. | 

I labor on this land, the uſe of which 
I pay for : I never conſidered it as my 
own, and have endevored to do as I 
would be done by, according to my 
beſt judgment. Frugality has ſecured to 
me the bread I eat; I aſk no more of 
heaven! health hath invigorated m 
body, and the love of induſtry inclines 
me to virtue; and the peace of my mind 


hath rendered his bumble dwelling, joytul. 
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1 
feel the decays of nature brought on 
by time, but no diſeaſe produced by ex- 
ceſs or ſloth. 
Is of rural delights, and the kindneſs of 
the Creator. 

Whenl reſt my wearied limbs onthe banks 
of this bubbling ſtream, it lulls me to ſweet 
repoſe : I contemplate that plaugb, with 

more love to human kind, than I view yon 
ſtately edifice, with all its gay apurtenances, 
tho? I wiſh its maſter all the happineſs he 
can enjoy. The ſpiked harrow, that breaks 
the clods, or the ſolid roller which ſmoothes 
the ſurface of my ploughed fields, give me 
a ſecret joy, becauſe I know that- I am 
atiitant in preſerving the lives of other 
men, as well as my own. The crooked 
fickle, and the ſweeping ſcythe, contribute 
each their ſhare to furmiſh food for man 
and beaſt. The flow moving ox, or 
lively team, and all my implements of 
huſbandry, each in their ſeveral kinds, 
furniſh delight, in proportion to their 
uſefulneſs, 


Amidſt 
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Amidſt all the toils, the fears, and 
hopes which generally poſſeſs the human 
breaft, where the immediate ſupport of 
life depends fo much upon the accidents 

of weather, I endevor to be calm; re- 

ferring the event to that gracious provi- 
dence, on which the greateſt of the ſons 
of men muſt found their truſt, 


Behold, every part of nature furniſhes 
matter for delight and gratitude! The 
grais that grows in the fields; the leaves 
which ſhoot from the trees, and the fruit 
which they furniſh : the growth of every 
plant, and every animal, is full of wonder! 
Where wilt thou find the hand of art, 

| which can give the cowſlips ſuch a yel- 
low, or the violet ſuch a blue ? Haſt thou 
conſidered how beautifully the roſe is 
adorned, and how juſtly it is the emblem 
of the moſt captivating charms of female 
beauty! Nor is the apple or the peach leſs 
grateful to the eye. Have not thy ſenſes 
been often refreſhed with the ſinell of new 
hay, 
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hay, and the ſweet fragrance of herbs and 
flowers, and the bloſſoms of athouſand trees! 
Nor is it only in the vegetable world : 
the bleating flock furniſhes wool for the 
employment of many thouſands, who 
again provide clothing for millions more. 
This makes me think myſelf of ſome im- 
portance; and when I ſee you ruddy Jaſs, 
drawing ſtreams of milk from the ſwelled 
udder of the uſeful cow, methinks I am 
the inſtrument of heaven, in rearing the 
tender helpleſs infant, whilſt the drooping 
grandfather bleſſes the hand that brings 

him milk. ; 
Survey the multitude of objects which 
providence ce:tainly intends for delight 
as well as uſe. *Tis in the breaſt of every 
farmer to rear a feathered flock, who 
pay ready obedience to his call, and ſome- 
titnes pay his rent. When I behold thee 
feeding mypoultry and my pigeons, I think 
if a ſparrow falleth not to the ground, 
but by the knowledge and permiſſion of 
the 
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the God of all, that he has honored thee 


as the inſtrument of his bounty, in 
feeding theſe birds which are fo uſeful 
to mankind !—And if SoLomon, in all 
his glory, was not arrayed like a lily of 
the field, what doſt thou think of the na- 
tural beauty of the eye- ſet feathers of the 
ſtrutting peacock, or the ſcarlet orna- 
ments of the prouder turkey? Theſe 
are alike the work of thy hands, O God 
fupreme !=— O Maxy, when thou 
heareſt the early crowing of the cock, 
doſt thou not think of him who calls thee 
to a vigilant and active life? If thou 
conſidereſt not what buſineſs thou haſt on 
thy hand to-day, perhaps to-morrow ne'er 
will come. This bird is thy kind moni- 
tor, and worthy friend. 

It is here we moſt enjoy the liberal 
feaſt that kind nature hath provided: 


here every tree, and every buſh furniſhes 
fomething to the common ſtock. We 
might | 


\ 
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might live without great cities, but they 
could not ſubſiſt without huſbandry. Nor 
do we barely live. See there the fragrant 
Zean, and pea in bloſſom, do they not 
laugh and ſing, and furniſh pleaſure as 
well as food; whilſt the rude notes of 
birds on every tree fill the ſoul with glad- 
neſs! 


Danger of time ill employed. 

Is not this far beyond all the gay in- 
ventions of city entertainments, where 
health ſo often becomes a prey; where 
fraud and enmity are ſo frequently con- 
cealed under the garb of friendſhip and 
pretended love; and men, bewildering, 
and bewildered, often ſeek happineſs 
in paths which lead to mifery ? God 
| knows, our vices, here in the country, are 
alſo too big to be overlooked, The good 
take advantage of all they fee, and make 
a virtue of neceſſity: do thou beware 
of liſtening to the vanity of thine own 
heart. We are all vain and fooliſh, 


but 
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but ſome ſee that they are ſo, and correct 
their inclination to folly. Pride and folly 
are ſo contageous in the greateſt cities, 
that thou wilt find numbers, who in- 
ſtead of learning the ways of God, in 
the operations of his hands, and how 
to glory in him who gave them their 
being, they know not what to do with 
themſelves; or have ſo little leiſure from 
vain. purſuits and empty joys, they 
hardly afford themſelves time to think 
what courſe is beſt to ſteer, to prevent 
intemperance and preſerve their lives. 
They ſee not how rapidly life ebbs out in 
anxiety for things of no real value, whilſt 
the great buſineſs of ſalvation grows hea- 

vy in proportion to their neglect of it. 
Little do the bulk of mankind under- 
ſtand of the vaſt variety of joys pecu- 
liar to the country. But it is good or bad 
| habits of life, my daughter, in town or 
country that make ſaints or ſinners, Tt 
was vice and fear of danger, which firſt 
| | | 7 
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aſſembled men in multitudes, and yet by 
a ſtrange fatality, the greater their number 
in vaſt cities, the more their vices have 
increaſed; till at length the wiſeſt have 
again ſought a retreat in the moſt retired 
ſcenes, where they-might beſt contemplate 
the various changes of the elements; the 
revolving ſeaſons of the year; the variety 
of nature's productions; and above all, their 
own being and end, and the glory of that 
God, who is the author ot all. They have 
ſeen that wretched man is apt to fly to 
any thing but himſelf, catched by every 
gewgaw trifle, vainly ſeeking happineſs in 
diſſipation of thought. The gilding of a 
chariot, the embroidery of a coat, even 
a ribbon often delights the heart, when 
all the charms of reaſon, and the works of 
Ged, are over-looked. 

My days have been chiefly ſpent in the 
tumult and parade of great cities, where 
generally the worſt, as well as the beſt part 
of a nation are aſſembled; and where vice is 

Vol. II. C much 
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much eaſier propagated than virtue; and 
noiſe and nonſenſe than ſolid reaſon. In 
ſpite of all the ſilken robes, or lighted ta- 
pers which I have ſeen; or the melodious 
muſic I have heard, I never had fo 
many hours of true reliſh of life, as I 
now enjoy. Often have I lamented the 
fate of my good maſters and their com- 
pany, when I could hardly bear the 
air they breathed, it being ſo corrupted 
that it might kill a crocodile, By meet- 
ing in ſuch multitudes, merely from the 
force of cuſtom, they poiſoned them- 
ſelves; and in ſearch of pleaſure, and the 
diſſipation created by a crowd, they at 
once robbed themſelves of two . of the 
choiceſt of bleſſings, pure air, and time 
for reflection, 

I do not mean to depreciate maſters or 
ſervants, who are perhaps much wiſer 
and better than myſelf : but in order to 
give thee right notions of a city lite in 
great 
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great families, I will tell thee that I form 
my judgment from their real conduct. 

When I was in ſervice I had many op- 
portunities of making remarks : I often 
ſaw intereſt, fancy, opinion, and above 
all, cuſtom, govern ſo much, and reaſon 
ſo little, that I hardly believed ſome peo- 
ple were rational creatures. I remember 
however, a favourite remark of my maſ- 
ter's, that * we mult take things as they 
are, the vanity of human life being juſtly 
compared to a river, whoſe ſtream is con- 


ſtantly paſſing away, and as conſtantly 
coming on.“ 


Let nothing diſmay thee, my dear MaR ! 
Folly will never be put out of coun- 
tenance whilſt there are ſo many unwiſe 
people in the world ; yet wiſdom will al- 
ways be juſtified of her true children. 
What is right and fit for us, in our ſe- 
veral ſtations in this world, conſidered as 
Beings on our paſſage to eternity, will 
ſtill be right and fit; and the good will find 
fuch countenance in the world as is ſuf- 


G ficient 
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ficient for their purpoſe ; and we may all 
be good, if we pleaſe. Virtue isnot the leſs 
proper for us, becauſe there are ſo many 
who negle& her, and forget themſelves, 
You, as well as the great and learned, may 
diſcover what is written on the heart, 
if you will read it ; namely, that God 
knows every thought of it ; hears every 
word we ſpeak, and ſees all our actions; 
and that he ſends comfort and relief to the 
virtuous ; and corroding cares and bit- 
ter thoughts to the wicked, without re- 
ſpect to perſons, 

Whether thou ſhalt. be bleſſed with 
knowledge, to find out a thouſandth part 
of the fountains of pleaſure, with which 
the all-merciful God hath ſupplied us, 
thou mayſt be well aſſured there can be no 
true joy, or comfort, without virtue; and 
with it there can be no miſery, but ſuch 
as we can bear. 

O my daughter, where'er thou goeſt 
may virtue guide thy ſteps, and lead 

| thee 
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thee with her lovely hand! Bluſh when 
thou committeſt a fault, tho? it be known 
to no mortal bur thyſelf. | 
Obſerve how I enjoy my being ; the 
comforts I have juſt deſcribed render my 
life ſupportable. I have knowledge 
enough of the world to ſee the follies of it; 
and virtue enough to treat them as follies, 
when they are nothing more. I mourn 
over guilt, and conſider the ſilent virtues 
of a good man, in town or country, as more 
amiable in the ſightof God, than anything 
that riches can furniſh, Here we labor, 
but we need not ſpoil our health, nor diſ- 
tract our minds with variety of «/zle/s ob- 
jefts. Whilſt we ſpend our time at work, 
we go on in doing good, becauſe our 
time is, uſefully employed. We cannot 
be afflicted with the ambition that tor- 
ments the great; but we may learn to re- 
liſh the many charms of life, which God 
gives in common to us all. If neither the 
rich nor the poor know always how to en- 
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joy them, it is their misfortune, or their 
fault. | 1 

J am now more able to live to myſelf, 
and to my God, than when I was the fa- 
vorite ſervant of an opulent family, tho? 
I fared ſumptuouſly every day. This is 
not the caſe of all domeſtics in great 
families. No body is now afraid of me, 
nor whilſt I do my duty to my maker 
and the laws of my country, do I fear 
any man. I have juſt told thee, that the 
comforts which I poſſeſs, render my lite 
ſupportable; I will add, that the pleaſures 
I enjoy affect my mind in the moſt lively 
manner. We ſhould in all ſtations conſider 
ourſelves as acting under the eye of that 
almighty being, whoſe goodnels is infinite; 
and I hope he will crown our virtuous en- 
devors with a happineſs, large as our de- 
fires, and laſting as the ſoul is immortal. 
No condition can be truly happy but as ir 
is attended with this diſpoſition z and 
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69 
loweſt rank of life, cannot fail of aw 
portion of comfort, whilſt the mind is en- 
tertained with ſuch pleaſures and ex- 
pectations. 

Thou Mary, muſt take thy lot in the 
world. Gladly would I retain thee, 
as my partner in theſe my toils and 
comforts, and lead thee through the dan- 
gerous paths of life; but that I tremble 
for thy youth and ſex, unguarded by a 
mother's watchful eye. Perhaps thy virgin 
charms might warm the breaſt of ſome 
young honeſt farmer ; but methinks thou 
art of too ſlight a form, to labor through 
all the drudgery which ſuch a ſtation will 
require. Still I would truſt to the prevail- 
ing power of habit to give thee ſtrength, 
and recommend thee to this ſtate of honeſt 
peace and freedom, had it not pleas'd hea- 
ven to preſent fo excellent a lady to thee 

for a miſtreſs. I hope ſhe will be a guide, 
a teacher and a friend. Alas, my dear 


Maxy, __ are not many ſuch, nor many 
ſer- 
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ſervants who know when they are well; 
or conſider that ſtate of ſervitude, wherein 
their morals and piety are moſt attended 
to, as the beſt place they can be in. 
Which ever way I turn my thoughts, I diſ- 
cover danger. Wert thou put out ap- 
prentice in ſome great city, to a uſeful 
trade, with a view to a ſuperior fortune, 
I know the world ſo well, thou wouldſt be 
more expoſed than in a well regulated 
private family. Think of the inſtruction 
thou haſt received, and I truſt thou wilt 
be ſafe. Uſe the means which God hath 
given thee, he will be thy friend and thy 
detender ! | 
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DISCOURSE V. 


Caution io make the beſt uſe of time. 

As providence ſeems determined that 
we muſt part; let us improve every 
hour that remaineth, before the day comes; 
and hear me, O my daughter, with deep- 
attention! Whether in ſorrow, or in joy; in 
| good fortune, or in bad, death e're long will 

ſeparate us. Thou perchance wilt go tothe 
land where all things are forgotton, be- 
fore thou thinkeſt of it: I muſt go ſoon F 
Let us both prepare for that journey, as 
the laſt thing which we ſhall have 
to do. I need not tell thee, that even 
theſe tranſient minutes of our diſcourſe, 
which I paſs with ſo much pleaſure in thy 
company, bring us ſo much the nearer to 
our end. There is a kind of flow in life, 
fo far as regards*the renewal of health, 
but this /eeming flow is a real eb ; ſince 
it is certain that every moment brings us 

| nearer 
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nearer to that end, in which the laſt drop 
will ebb out, and the fountain of life be 
totally dried up. 

The dinger of abuſing time. 

Thou haſt been told full many a time, 
even from. the ploughman's month, that 
thoſe who are the moſt fit to die, are the 
moſt fit to live. Learn then how to live, 
by learning how to die. As an heir of 
eternity, it is of little moment whether 
thy life be extended to twenty, or to an 
hundred years: the part of it which is 
paſt, or that which is preſent, in the com- 
putation of thy exiſtence is the ſame. 


And that which is yet to come, will fly 


away, as ſpeedily, and as little to be re- 
called, as the paſt. Conſider what time 
is; how reverential, how lovely, how 
adorable ! but as it may be abuſed and 
ſquandered, how miſerable, and hateful! 
fo abhorred it is by ſome, that they curſe 
the hour in which they were born ! 

In the great view of immortality, what 


advantage can there be in living, but as. 


% we 


Q 


41 
we improve our time? Thoſe days are loſt 
in which we do no good; and worſe than 
loſt, when we do evil. Whether alone, or in 
company, we muſt be provident of our 
time! We had better not live, than have 
bad thoughts, or ſpend our time in bad 
company. Thole who ſeek for amuſe- 
ments, which are either fooliſh or wicked, 
with a view to what they call ki//ng of 
time, conſider but little what a ſad com- 
pliment they make to a gueſt, whom, tho? 
we ſhould court with all the ſmiles 
of love, and all the tenderneſs and re- 
ſpect of friendſhip, is ever on the wing. 
There 1s no occaſion to murder him to 
get quit of him. Yeſterday is already dead; 
to-merrow is not yet born; what have 
we then except to-day ? and ſhall one poor 
day create ſuch diſtreſs, to make us think 
of murdering our beſt friend ? How quick- 
ly fly the hours from morn to noon, and 
from noon to night; and then we fall 
into the arms of ſleep, which is the 
image of death ! How monſtrous it is to 


treat 
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Treat with diſreſpect the beſt friend we 
have in the world. This is the caſe with 
thoſe who abuſe time. 
Dear Maxy, let me charge thee, as thou 
loveſt thy tender father, to remember how 
difficult it is to be innocent, and idle. If 
thou ſeekeſt to be happy, be induſtrious ! 
Is any thing more certain, than that thoſe 
who are properly idle people, are more 
troubled and perplexed what to do with 
their time, than the induſtrious can poſ- 
ſibly be, on account of the hardeſt labor 
they perform. This is for the honor of 
induſtry ! But it goes much further: it 
proves the gracious deſign of proyidence 
by putting the rich and poor more upon 
an equality than either of them generally 
imagine. The poor fill up their time 
with work, ſuch as is uſeful to themſelves 
and the reſt of mankind; and the*rich, ſuch 
as are not induſtrious, nor employed in 
uſeſul occupations, are perpetually laying 
out what to do with to-morrow, and 
continually laboring in thought, by what 


means 
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means they ſhall fill up their time: they 
think they have a vaſt ſuperfluity, be- 
cauſe they cannot tell what to do with it. 
It is probable ſuch will repent, as many 
a rich prodigal who has ſquandered a 
large fortune, and been reduced to po- 
verty hath done. Thoſe who underſtand 

the value of time, treat it as prudent 
people do their money, inſtead of ſpend- ; 


ing a great deal upon nothing that is uſeful, 


they make a little go a great way. 

It is the right uſe and application of 
time, which not only makes life long, but 
renders it pleaſant alſo; eſpecially when 
we have brought ourſelves to delight in 
virtue. Good God! what a ſhocking thing 
it is, to hear people complain, that their 
hours move heavily, when they ſhould be 
working with their hands, or performing 
ſome duty of charity, reading ſome pious 
or uſeful book, or doing ſomething that 
will make them. wiſer and better than they 
were before! They are {ure the hour will 


come, when they may be glad to part 
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with all the wealth of the world, were 
they poſſeſſed of it, in exchange for a 
ſingle day. Why will they not bring 
that day home at once, and provide for 
that buſineſs, which they would then give 
ſuch wealth, for time to perform it in? 

It hath been conſtantly obſerved, that 
thoſe who make the beſt uſe of their time, 
have none to ſpare: yet it is true, that 
people of buſineſs, who are induſtrious, 
and arrange their hours, find leiſure for 
offices of duty and humanity; when thoſe 
who are moſt addicted to pleaſure find 
no ſuch time. Such is the force of habit, 
and the folly of a wicked, or a fooliſh 
abuſe of time. 

We are, at all ſeaſons, enjoying good, 
or ſuffering evil: every thought, word, 
and deed has a good or evil tendency. 
There is hardly fuch a thing as total in- 
difference: the good or bad temper of 


the mind in which we are, gives a tinc- | 
ture to our conduct. The exerciſe of gra- 
titude, the practice of moderation in good 

fortune 
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fortune; patience and reſignation under 
adverſity, are as ſo many offices of life; 
they require time for the performance of 
them; and happy it is when we can recol- 
lect the time we ſpend, in contemplating 
the good that has paſſed in our thoughts. 

Every one hath a ſoul, and if he will look 
after it carefully, he will find that no 
time need ſet heavy on his hands. There 
are many inclinations in our hearts which 
we muſt watch over; many temptations 
which we muſt reſiſt; and many corrup- 
tions which we muſt mortify. And as to 
our graces and good habits, we muſt 
have time alſo to improve them, and 
make up for the days and years that we 
have loſt. 


The duty of guarding our time, as we do eur ſouls. 

If we believe the wiſe man, © To every 
thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time for 
«* every purpoſe under heaven.“ But 
remember my daughter, that the © time 
preſent is the only time we have to re- 
D 2 pent 


„ 
pent in; to ſerve God; to do good to 
men; to improve our knowledge; to ex- 
erciſe our graces; and to prepare for a 
bleſſed immortality!“ And if time is a 
treaſure of ſuch vaſt value, and the means 
whereby we acquire immortal happinels, 
guard thy time as the apple of thine eye, 
and fee that it ſuffers no injury: the 
violence thou commiteſt will recoil on 
thine own boſom : Time will be re- 
venged on all who treat him ill, and many 
a bitter tear hath fallen on this account. 


Value of life with regard to time. 


In regard to hy time, or in other words 
the duration of thy life, if there is nothing 
very valuable which does not laſt long, 
then thy life can be but of little value, 
becauſe nothing is ſo certain as death, nor 
any thing ſo uncertain as the time of dy- 
ing. The value of life can then be eſti- 
mated, only as life is employed, according 
to the great end and deſign of our being: 
and what is this but employing time well? 

Do 
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Do juſtice to thyſelf, Maxv, and diſ- 
tinguiſh between thy body and thy ſoul. 
Tranſat no buſineſs of any moment, with- 
out ſome enquiry at the door of thine 
heart, how far the intereft of thy ſoul 
may be affected. By this means thou wilt 
acquire a habit of love for thy ſoul, more 
juſtly diſtinguiſhed than we generally find 
in common life. Many think a great 
deal about gratifying their ſenſes, and but 
little how to preſerve their ſouls. Alas, 
they often gratify the body, at the coſt of 
the ſoul ! 

When we arrive to thatpitch of improve- 
ment, and ſuch knowledge of ourſelves, 
and the world, that we can look upon 
life and death indifferently, then only may 
we be called happy. But this indifference 
can be the reward of nothing leſs, than 
a cloſe adherence to honeſty and inte- 
grity, ſuch as fills the mind with reſolu- 
tion and patience, as to the events of this 
world ; and confidence in God with regard 
| D 3 to 
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to the next. This habit chiefly conſtitutes 
the charms of virtue, when ſhe appears 
arrayed in her moſt pleaſing garb, and 
=dorned in all her beauty, and attractive 
{miles. Cheriſh this diſpoſition; it will 
make thee chearful, and keep thee in good 
humour. Every thing that is good will 
receive a higher charm, and produce the 
higher delight in thy mind. Thou wilt 
contemplate the pleaſure of enjoying ſo 
good a heart, and ſuch a habit; and learn 
from experience, that virtue rewards her- 
ſelf, even in this world, as well as promi- 
ſes happineſs in the next. If evil comes, 
thou wilt be the more ready at finding a 
remedy; it will lighten the load of misfor- 
tunes, and make it leſs grievous: it will 
make thee feel thy ſubmiſſion to the will 
of God, the more ſenſibly ; thou wilt even 
ſmile at grief as a miniſter of good to 
thee; and practically learn how every 
thing happens for good, to the good; 
and how every event of life may be turn'd 

to 


1 
to advantage. Thou can'ſt know this 
only by the tryal; but truſt me, my dear 
Maxy, that what I tell thee, I know to 
be true. This is not matter of opinion 
and fancy; it is built on the everlaſting 
rock of confidence in God, through Chriſt, 
who hath made the will of the * 
known unto men. 

It is a common obſervation, that men 
fear death, as children fear the dark, be- 
cauſe they know not what it is. This is 
a reaſon for providing for the worſt : but 
if we do our duty, our hopes will con- 
quer our fears: if, by evil doing, our fears 
ſubdue our hopes, then are we wretched 
indeed! We apprehend that we know 
what life is, and we certainly know that 
death is ſomething directly contrary to 
lite, but we cannot tell what death is. 

Thoſe who are much captivated with 
this world, or averſe to the thoughts of 
parting with it, generally reckon upon 
years, 


— Tc — — — - —4 _ 4 a - 
* r 5 — — —_ 4 — 1 ; 
—̃— — — — A 2 
22 — =o r — = 
— — — * — — 4 - — — 
— A = ” = = — — 
—— — + — -. + <4 — Po — — — — 
2 _—_ - — E 
- — — 
. — com : 
2 - — 


— A > E 


1. 


2 — 
= 


WWW. 


years, when they ſhould reckon upon 
months, or weeks, or peradventure upon 
days. They are apt to baniſh the 
thoughts of death, by conſidering him as 
an enemy, who will not come if he is not 
thought of : but this 1s far from being 
true: it often happens when his meſ- 
ſengers, ſickneſs, or age, are at our doors, 
we do not ſeriouſly believe that he is 
coming. The reaſon of this I apprehend 
to be, that he takes ſuch a variety of 
forms, we cannot well diſtinguiſh him 
till we feel his dart; and therefore ſo many 
make this a reaſon for believing that he 


1s always at a great diſtance from them, 


In the ordinary courſe of things, green 


fruit often falls by a blaſt, or violence, 


or the various accidents to which it is 
ſubject. This is the caſe of thoſe who 


die in youth ; but as fruit that is ripened 


by time, and its proper ſeaſon, muſt fall; 
ſo the aged mnſt die. Nature is — 


bandman that gathers us all in. 


Com- 


688 
Computation of the proportion of the deaths of peo» 


ple within certain ages, 


Perhaps it may adminiſter to the 
eſtabliſhment of thy virtue, to k1ow 
what J gathered from my maſter's 
books, confirmed by my obſervation, 
when I was young, Do'ſt thou appre- 
hend, that thy father is now trading on 
the /aft fifth part of his ſtock of life, as 
all men are, who are paſt fifty? (a) Thou 
ſeeſt me chearful and in good ſpirits, but 
nature, the great agent of the almighty, 
has ſentenced me to death. I am one in 
four who is to die in five years. () It is 
true, I do not know certainly, within five 
years of my own death; but this I know, 
that if I ſhould live through five Fears, 

then 


(a) Of 1000 born, 785 are dead by the age 
of 50, being very near 4 in 5, therefore only 
1 remains. | 


(% From 55 to 60, 38 in 173 die, which 


is near 1 in 4. 


11 
then a greater proportion than one, in 


ſome other four, muſt die, as it were in my 
place. Would it be right for me to 
wiſh for life on ſuch terms? 

And what chink you Max v, is your 
hazard? Hear, and be not diſcomfited 
Nothing is ſo bold as truth, or ſo chear- 
cc ful as innocence !”* Your chance is near 
one in five, to die in fifteen years. (c) Look 
round thee ! ſee how fwift the ſcythe of 
death, mows down the children of men. 
Figure to thyſelf the proceſſion of human 
life : obſerve the reality of what is paſ- 
ſing before thine eyes: behold the rich 
and the poor; the wiſe and the fooliſh ; 
the virtuous and the wicked; thoſe who 
make much noiſe, and thoſe who are never 
heard of, beyond the circle of their ac- 
quaintance; they all march on together 

to 
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(e) This is founded on 502 of 15 years old: 
of theſe, by the time they reached 30, gg were 
dead, fo that it comes to near 1 in 5. 


l 


to one common grave, which is akvays 
open and never full! 


Reflections on the Rages of life. 

Thou, tho? yet ſo young, muſt, notwith- 
ſtanding, have obſerved how quickly in- 
fants paſs into childhood, childhood into 
youth, youth into manhood, manhood 
into middle age; this again into what we 
call advanced years, and from thence 
how ſoon we appear in old age! This 
progreſſion of life, to people of obſerva- 
tion, appears amazingly quick! Thou 
heareſt it from every ones mouth; Good 
God, is it poſſible ! it ſeems to be bur 
yeſterday that ſuch an one was a child! 
It is poſſible, for the fact is really fo. 
Nor is it leſs a fact, that nature keeps 
nearly an equal pace, as to the numbers 
who come into the world, of both ſexes, 
and the numbers who march out of it 
again, at the ſeveral ſtages of life. In 
ſhort every circumſtance proves to us, 

that 
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that there is a God who ſuperintends all 
the concerns of the world. 

The eldeſt, as well as the youngeſt of 
us, have deſigns and projects, hopes and 
expectations, which require time for the 
execution, perhaps beyond the chance of 
our continuance in life, but there can 
be no harm in this, when our lives are in- 
nocent. The folly and madneſs is to live 
in ſin, and defer repentance, at the very 
moment that we ſee ſome one of our ac- 
quaintance, drop almoſt every day, at every 
age. In ſuch circumſtances, to reject or 
baniſh the thought, that our own knell 
may toll e'er long, is a ſtrong token 
of being diſtempered in mind, or perverſe 
in heart; it looks as if we were cowardly, 
and dared not look death in the face as 
our friend, but conſidered him as an enemy, 
at the moment that we are ſure we muſt 
fall into his hands. 

What a buſtle do we make about life, 
and how often forget the end and deſign 

O0 
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of it? It is but a ſmall object, a mere 
ſun-beam, playing in the air, diſappear- 
ing as the light withdraws. It is ſurely 
but a ſmall object, to thoſe who 
have great hopes beyond the grave; tho? 
it is indeed a great one, to them who have 
no ſuch hopes, for theſe have no other 
happineſs in proſpect; and fear they 
may be miſerable. | | 
Every diſtin& perſon flatters himſelf, 
that he ſhall not be of the number who 
muſt leave the ſtage of life, within the or- 
dinary time that experience points out; 
and if it were otherwiſe, it is probable the 
affairs of the world would not be carried 
on in a proper manner. Providence 1s in- 
dulgent to us, as if it was intended toalle- 
viate the natural abhorrence we have to 
death; and animate our endevors to take 
care of life, as the choiceſt bleſſing: for 
tho? every day brings us nearer to our end, 
death never ſeems near: the hour being 
concealed from us, we enjoy this turn of 
Vol. II. = mind, 
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mind, and ſuffer no fruitleſs pain. O God, 
how manifeſt is thy mercy, and goodneſs, 
in all thy conduct towards man Think 
of it, MARY, and adore him with a grate- 
ful heart. Let thy hour, my daughter, 
come when it may, „Be not againſt the 
ce pleaſures of the Moſt high. There is no 
« inquiſition in the grave, whether thou 
cc haſt lived zen, or an hundred, or a thau- 


„ ſand years.” And as none who are born 


of woman eſcape ; live prepared for thy 
turn, to be gathered to the thouſands 
of millions who are gone before thee, 
Whether thou ſhalt die young, or live to 
old age, remember, that honorable age 
is not that which ſtandeth in length of 
time, nor that which is meaſured by 
number of years, but wiſdom is grey 
hair unto men, and an unſpoted life 
is old age.” The wiſe man means, that 1 
wiſdom, which will teach thee to remember 
thy creator in theſe days of thy youth, 
and to apply thy heart ſo diligently to 

oh pleaſe 
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pleaſe him, that he may receive thee into 

everlaſting joy. 13 
Such proviſion being made for our 
happineſs, can we do lefs than rejoice, 
even in death ? But our joy muſt be 
founded in reaſon, and agreeable to our 
nature, as accountable Beings. As an 
additional motive to joy, the greateſt we 
can conceive, our faith aſſures us, that 
we have, not a nominal or viſionary pre- 
tention, but a real and ſubſtantial title to 
everlaſting happineſs, founded on the pro- 
miſes of the God of truth. Let us be 
careful ſo to conduct ourſelves, that we 
may not be diſinherited for diſobedience ! 
Thus, thou may'ſt aſſure thyſelf, it will 
be ; and remember, whilſt memory holds 
its office in thy mind, that this great truth 
is confirmed by no leſs a perſon than the 
Son of God. Thy life, my daughter, cannot 
poſſibly be wretched, whilſt thou remaineſt 
in the practice of virtue; nor wilt 
thou conſider death, but as the means of 
E 2 _ - 
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conveyance to a ſtate of boundleſs hap- 
pineſs. 

Learn from ſuch 8 how 
highly valuable thou art to thyſelf; and 
be watchful of thy treaſure, in the poſſeſ- 
fion of virtue. Thou art now going into 
a bad world, yet think not ſo badly of it, 
but that thou mayeſt be good, if thou art 
reſolved to do thy endevors ; and remem- 
ber the counſel which I have given thee. 1 
_ havelived long: thou wiſheſt to live long. 

I mean that thou ſhouldſt take advantage 
of my thoughts and experience; and now is 
thy age of learning. I feel and deplore my 
own unworthineſs ; and diſcover more of 
of other men's, than it 1s poſſible for thee 
to do, at thy age. Still I learn more and 
more; and above all, how unreaſonable 
it would be, to quarrel with others for 
being ſo much like myſelf. The longer 
I live, and the more I ſee of the world, 
the more I feel myſelf weaned from it: 
This will be thy caſe when thou knoweſt 


as much of it as I __ In the mean time 
do 
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do thou preſs forward, to be every day 
more wiſe, and more virtuous; and never 
tire in doing all the good thou can'ſt, in 
ſpite of the folly and ingratitude thou 
wilt meet with. I have no flattering hopes 
that I ſhall ever reach the perfection 
which my mind naturally aſpires after; 
but it is my ambition, as I know it to be 
my glory, to preſs forward for the 
prize. All things here below are mixed 
and blended with evil; we muſt wait for 
deatb, the great inſtructor of mankind, 
before we ſhall know what is meant by 
true and unmixed happineſs, 
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DISCOURSE VI. 


Reflltions on the view wp hife with 1 80 to the 
| immortality of the ſoul, 

I did not finiſh yeſterday, all that 1 
meant to ſay on the intereſting ſubje& we 
were upon. Thou wilt probably ſee me 
| foon, a lump of inanimate clay; and with 
reſpect to this world, all my thoughts pe- 
riſhed: but ſhalt thou believe that I died 
like a dog? Wilt thou think that all the la- 
bors of mydays, to act an honeſt part, and 
worſhip the great Lord of life, come only 
to this, to be mere earth, a clod to be 
broken with a ſpade, or plowſhare, as. 
is the caſe of the body ? Do'ſt thou ap- 
prehend it is in thy nature to believe, that 
the anxious longings of my heart after 
virtue, and all my endevors to inſpire 
thy breaſt with ſentiments of true religion, 
are juft the ſame as if I had abandoned 
myſelf to all manner of wickedneſs ; and 

Was 
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was regardleſs of thee, my child, whether 
thou alſo hadſt followed the ſame courſe? 
This can never be: reaſon and nature re- 
volt againſt ſo monſtrous an opinion. | 

O my daughter, learn all the wiſdom 
that thy aged father can teach thee, whilſt 
he is yet alive, and prefent with thee. 
Thou wilt not repent, of the time thou 
haſt ſpent in liſtening to him.—Reaſon 
and nature teach thee to fly from death, 
when thou canſt avoid his dart; bur 
take care in guarding thy body, thy ſoul 
be not wounded, Death is a remedy for 
many miſeries, not cureable by any other 
means; for whatever our ſorrows or 
afflictions may be, whatever our pain 
of body, or anguiſh of mind, death wipes 
our tears, and puts an end to our labors : 
it is as food to the hungry, and clothes 
to the naked; and the contemplation of 
it, is balm co the ſoul of him who has a 
proſpect of happineſs on the other ſide the 
grave. 


If 
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If it were poſſible to perſuade. ourſelves, 
that when death comes, there will be a. 
total end of us, as if the ſoul were: 
not immortal, what pleaſure could we 
gain by ſuch am opinion? it could 
afford ſatisfaction, only to him who is 
ſo abominably wicked as to wiſh there was 
no God ; and even ſuch a man could not 
properly receive any pleaſure from it, tho 
it might be ſome kind of forcedrelief from 
terror and pain, for the preſent moment : 
As to pleaſure, there can be none in 
thinking that we ſhall fall into nothing, or 
that we may be miſerable. The very poſ- 
ſibility of a judgment to come, to ſuch 

perſons, muſt occaſion the anguiſh of a 
troubled, doubting mind; whereas, in be- 
lieving that there is a ſtate of rewards 

and puniſhments after death, and acting 

accordingly, we are ſo far ſafe, that no harm 
can happen to us on this account. The moſt 
abandoned perſon never pretended to any 

certainty that there is no ſuch ſtate, and 


conſequently his mind muſt be in doubt; 


and. 


— 
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and that doubt, in the day of danger, ge- 
nerally changes into a belief that there 
is ſuch a ſtate. | 

Thou haſt the happineſs, of knowing 
with full aſſurance, how God hath 
declared by the holy ſcriptures, that 
death ſhall open a paſſage to eternity, a 
bleſſed eternity to the good; tho? to the 
wicked, an eternity of miſery. Thoſe are 
not chriſtians who do not believe in the 
promiſes made by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Keep thine eye _ continually on the 
judgment to come, and thou wilt govern 
thy life by the rules of reaſon and religi- 
on. Think of the miſery of not being 
able to look backward without ſhame, nor 
forward without terror. Think of that 
which will give thee comfort in the laſt 
extremity, for that laſt extremity will 
come, as ſurely as thou now liveſt.— My 
prayer is Grant, O father, and im- 
mortal God, that I may live the remain- 
der of mx. days (whatever the number of 
them ſhall be, ) in thy fear and to thy 
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glory ; and let me die the death of the 
righteous. . Further I implore thy favor 
and mercy to this my child, the choiceſt 


object thou haſt been pleaſed to give 


me.: Grant that ſhe may form her 
life and manners on this great principle, 
that virtue is acceptable in thy fight, and 
therefore the ſupreme good of mortals 
here below, in every ſtation which thou 
haſt aſhgned them. This petition I offer 
at thy throne, O God, in the name of 


thy fon Jeſus Chriſt ! 


Comforts drawn from the contempt of death, 


1s ir poſſible there can be any true ſa- 


tisfaction in the heart of him, who is 


afraid of his own thoughts? When we 
either fear death, or wiſh for it, how can 
. we be happy? It may be rather preſumed, 


that whoever is in ſach circumſtances, is 


' miſerable. To be at peace in our own 


minds, and in good humour with the 
world, ſeems to be a neceſſary ingredient 


to happineſs : it is the reward of virtue, 


* 


6 


and conſtitutes an eſſential part of it. On 
the ſame principle, to think of dying, ſo as 
to ſubmit gracefully to death, when it 
comes, is perhaps the moſt effectual way 
to arrive at a happy indifference to the 
world: this will go a great way, towards 
robbing death of his ſtings; and make us 
ſuperior, to what is vulgarly eſteemed 
the greateſt evil. This ſeems to be the 
ready way, to acquire a reliſh of the enjoy- 
ments of life, beyond all other means that 
wealth or honor can provide. 

Nature having paſſed ſentence on us 
all, as much as the judge on the malefac- 
tor, there is no room for complaint, in re- 
gard to poverty or riches : and being igno- 
rant of the hour of death, neither need we 
live under any painful impreſſions about 
dying: but for the very reaſon that we 
know not the hour, there is the greater 
wiſdom, in living always prepared for the 
ſhorteſt ſummons, 

It is difficult to ſeparate the notion of 
ſuffering, from the notion of dying ; but 
| death 
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death is nothing more, than a turning over 
from time to eternity. To the virtuous it 
leads to a happy immortality ; and is not 
this recompence enough for a moment's 
ſuffering ? The ſuffering is ſo abundantly 
compenſated by the enjoyment of that 
hope, that where there is a real ſenſe of re- 
ligion on the mind, there will be but 
very little pain or ſenſibility on account 
of it. | 

It may, with the greateſt reaſon, be aſk- 
ed of any one, who trembles at the thought 
of death, or is enamoured with the love 
of life, what is it that thou valueſt 
life for? Is it for riches? — theſe 
often make themſelves wings, and oftener 
prove the more immediate cauſes of diſ- 
eaſe of body, and anguiſh of mind. 
They frequently create more cares, than 
extreme poverty,—Is it for honors? 
theſe fade at the frown of princes, and 
as often at the capricious applauſe of 
the people. Happy for ſuch as you and 
I, evils of this kind cannot reach us. 

| Is 
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is it for beauty? this falls not to 
the lot of many, and ſome rue the day 
it was given them; being rendered em- 
phatically miſerable on this very account: 
and it is true, even to a proverb, what- 
ever good or evil it hath occaſioned, 
it is but as a flower that withers away. 
Ils it Bealib that enchanteth thee ? This 
is a bleſling indeed, but it is ſubject 
to change, almoſt as the weather; and the 
ſtrength which attends it, always abates 
as life draws to its cloſe. 

Theſe advantages being over rated, to 
the prejudice of our ſubmiſſion to the de- 
crees of heaven, are in the eyes of religi- 
on and true wiſdom, equally objects of 
vanity. Innocency and a virtuous life 
are the only things worthy of our ſolici- 
tude. As to induſtry, it will flow from 
chearfulneſs, as chearfulneſs from inno- 
cence. Be virtuous, and“ thy days will 
<« wear away with pleaſure, and thou wilt 
« rather fall into the arms of ſleeꝑ, than 

Vol. II. F die.“ 
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<« die.” Let it be the rule of thy life, to 
make up thy accounts every night. Con- 
ſider, my daughter, what thou haſt /afd, 
and done ; nor let thy thoughts go un- 
chaſtiſed. Thus wilt thou be able to 
ſtate thy reckoning fairly; and © if thy ſins 
« die before thee, thou wilt have nothing 
to do, when death comes, but to die.” 

It is a ſerious thing to die! It is a ſeri- 
ous thing alſo to live! We cannot ſepa- 
rate death from life: but many fooliſh 
people imagine, that ſeriouſneſs and joy 
are incompatible with each other. They 
think that enjoyment, conſiſts only in 
mirth and feſtivity, which of all 
- kinds of joy is the loweſt, and leaſt du- 
rable : - if attended with exceſs, it ſurely 
leads to ſorrow ! 

But it is a glorious thing 70 ſee the ſun ! 
and when all things go well with us, it is 
natural to rejoice, and triumph in our 
Being ! This is beyond diſpute ; yet it is 
no leſs true, that in the juſt eſtimate of 
life, things cannot be well with us, unleſs 

| we 
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we conſider the tenure by which we hold 
life itſelf : and what is this, but to be 
ready to fart with it, to its great Lord. 
The joys ef heaven, are ſurely ſuperior to 
every thing this earth can afford, were 
we ſure to avoid all the miſeries, to which 
we are now hourly ſubject. 

That the only foundation of ſolid, laſt- 
ing joy, is virtue, appears from hence; 
that where this is wanting, hope will 
ſicken, and fear torment. The mind 
naturally looks forward to ſomething 
which is to come; our happineſs here 
depends on our hopes; and theſe riſe or 
fall, in proportion to the conciouſneſs of 
our integrity, and the fincerity of our de- 
ſire to pleaſe God. Let our rank or con- 
dition in life, be what it will, the effect 
will conſtantly be the ſame. 

It is natural to hope for length of days, 
but who can ſay, he will live till to-mor- 
row; or that he ſhall certainly be more 
virtuous twenty years hence, than he is 
to-day ? Time often brings more guilt, 
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and more ſorrow. When it opens new 
windows to the ſoul, to direct our ſteps, 
as we approach to the verge of eternity, 
and reduces the paſſions, to a ſtate of obe- 
dience to reaſon, when all other means have 
failed, then it is deſirable: but he who 
truſts, that he ſhall live to be old, for 
the purpoſe of regulating his paſſions, ſees 
not how little merit he may have, if he ſuc- 
ceeds;.and that old age hath paſſions pecu- 
liar to that ſtage. Nor is it leſs evident, that 
we are gfosſly preſumptuous, if we defer. 
our taſk, in expectation of long life : He 
that truſts his whole fortune on a bottom 
which hath-wreck'd ſo many millions, and 
to which no man could ever ſafely truſt, 
mult be devoid of underſtanding. The 
only way, Mary, of making ſure, of 

all the good effects of living long, is 

to live well; and to live well, humanly 

ſpeaking, is in thy power; but to live eng, 
it is very obvious, is not in thy power. 
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DISCOURSE VII. | 


State of ſeveral of bis acquaintance at the time of 
their death. 

" Have given thee many hints concern- 

ing death: I hope ſome of them atleaſt, 

will beof uſe to thee I have often enquired 


how my friends and acquaintances went off 


the ſtage: not how much they died worth, 
which is the uſual queſtion, but what ſen- 
timents they appeared to have. 

JoxArnAx, whom thou remembereſt, was 
an abandoned, profligate wretch, and cared. 


not in whoſe debt he ran ; nor what diſ-- 
ſention he lighted up; provided he could 


ſatisfy his wants, and gratify his appetites, 
and his pride, He had not a ſilver tongue, 
yet he had ſo much wit and cunning, in 
the art of making people believe he was 
in earneſt ; and fo much reſolution in the 


execution of his projects; and ſuch {kill 
in e law, that he laughed at all the 
| F 3 Juſtices: 
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Juſtices of the peace in the county. The 
wickedneſs of his mind ſhewed itſelf in a 
thouſand evil deeds : when he died, he 
did not ſeem ſenſible that he muſt give 
any account. -O miſerable condition! 
Not ſo was RIcHAR D; tho' he had been 
guilty of many irregularities, and could 
not ſatisfy his conſcience, on many ac- 
counts, I one. day aſked him, why he 
was ſo ſad ? I ſhall never forget his an- 
ſwer, he ſaid © The ſoul, my friend, is a 
« moſt ſerious thing, and it muſt either be 
« ſad here, for a moment, or be ſad for ever!” 
I have reaſon to believe he died a penitent. 
P TER was another of my acquain- 
tance: he was a clever fellow, and fit for 
all manner of work; he had lively parts, 
and was active and laborious, in what- 
ever he undertook : his great blemiſhes 
were inconſtancy, diſregard to truth, and 
the modern careleſs way of living. I ſaw 
him on his death bed, and heard him ſay, 
« Gacd God, what have I been about, and 


1 
* where am I going! !” From whence L 
judged he was not devoid of ſentiments 
of contrition ; and yet, as he had ſeldom 
regarded the church, in his days of health, 
I never heard that he required the affiſt- 
ance of any clergyman, upon this laſt 
awful occaſion. 

It was much the ſame with Eſq ; 
WiIIIAu, indeed he diſcourſed with a 
reverend gentleman, concerning the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, and man's eternal 
ftate; and weeping ſaid, O my poor: 
<« ſoul, whither wilt thou go]! When his 
father came to viſit him he ſaid, «© O /r, 
your kindneſs hath undone me; I abuſed 
« the ample ſupply you gave me. Were I to 
ive my time again, I would feed on 
« bread and water, rather than pamper 
ny paſſions, to hurry me into ſuch mon- 
« ftrous exceſſes.” 

Another gentleman, in this neighbour- 
hood, whoſe name I have forgotten; he had 
been employed in many great offices, for 


-a 
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a number of years; in his laſt moments 
he ſaid, © After ſo many; years enperience 
in buſineſs, noiſe and ſplendor, I think 
the greateſt wiſdom; is ſeriouſneſs ; the beſt 
phyſic, temperance ;. and the beſt eſtate, a 
good conſcience,” declaring that were he 
to live over again, the time he had ſpent 
in the world, he would exchange the court 
for retirement; and the palace, for an hour's 
enjoyment of God in the chapel ; adding 
theſe words, Now all things forſake me, 
except my God, my duty, and my prayer. 

I beheve thou doſt not remember 
NichoLAs; he was a man who had main- 
tained ſome character in the world; but 
was much addicted to pleaſure, and ſen- 
ſual gratifications, forbidden by the law 
of Chriſt, He did not underſtand. much 
of any ſuch law, for he ſeldom went to 
church; and then it ſeemed to be rather 
to find fault, than in the ſpirit of humili- 
ty, to receive inſtruction. He hardly 
ever looked into the New Teſtament; and 
I do not remember to have heard that he 


ever 


( 15.) 


ever went to the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper. Upon the whole, it can with no- 
propriety be ſaid, that he was a wiſe : 
nor did it appear, when he died, that he 
had any faith in Chriſt, and conſequently 
was not a chriſtian. Indeed he ſeemed 
much confuſed in thought, and faid, (as 


my other acquaintance, whom I have 


mentioned) Good God, where am I going ! 
From whence you may judge that he be- 
lived in a God) and the immortality of 
the ſoul, tho? he ſeemed to have no ſolid 
foundation whereen to build his hopes, or 
difpel his fears. This muſt be ever the 
caſe, of thoſe who live in the contempt, or 
mandment of Chriſt ; and the memorial 
which our Saviour has appointed as a re- 
membrance of himſelf ! 

I underſtood from Sir Raryn's Butler, 
a few months before his maſter died, that 
he defired the reverend miniſter, to make 
extracts out of the ſacred writings, on the 

plaineſt, and moſt exact way, of making 
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his peace with God; obſerving with a ſigh, 
« how few men conſider to what end they 
© are born into the world, till they are 
* near the time of leaving it.” Sir RALPH 
had many virtues, but thou ſeeſt how 
miſerably poor he was, with all his wealth; 
and how ignorant, with all his learning, 
His intimate friend, the generous ſir 
GEeoRGE, with his laſt breath, ſpoke to his 
friends theſe memorable words, © Alas, 
my friends, the trueſt bequeſt I can make to 
You, is to entreat, that you will. govern your 
wills and affettions, by the will and word of 
God. I have lived, in what is called the 
higheſt part of life, yet 'in me you may 
behold the end of this world, and all its 
vanities. 1 repent of all my life, but that 


part of it I ſpent in communion with God, 


and doing good |! TO 
The other day, when I went to ſee my 
acquaintance PaiLie, thinking him on 
his death bed, I aſked him, if he thought 
of God? JI am ſhocked when I recollect 
his anſwer; he faid, O it is not come 
40 
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to that yet.” Still he flattered himſelf 
with a continuance in life; and being fo 
much eſtranged from religion, he fondly 
imagined, one Lord have mercy an me! when 
his breath was departing from him, would 
be ſufficient : and yet, this man had been 
often adviſed by our worthy curate, to 
amend his wicked and careleſs life, and 
read the ſcriptures, and receive the ſacra- 
ment. 

When Mr. ABRAHA enquired of 
the miniſter, how he ſhould proceed to 
make his peace with God, he gave this ad- 
vice © Read the New Teſtament, there yon 
will find the words of eternal life, this book 
hath God for its author, ſalvation for its 
end, and truth without any mixture of error 
for its matter.” Thrice happy are thoſe 
who read that book with care, and learn 


that divine charity, which covereth 4 


multitude of human infirmities. 
My couſin Tromas, long before his 
death, often told me his opinion, that 


charity in its full meaning, and rightly 
under- 
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underſtood, contained all chriſtian graces; 
he ſaid, © thoſe who have not this divine 
principle have no good in them, and that 
js enough to condemn them at the tribu- 
nal of eternal juſtice, without enquiring b 
what evil they have done.” His piety 
kept pace with his charity: I believe 
he died the death of the righteous ! Theſe 
laſt are ſtriking proofs of the WINGS» 4 


of virtue, 


Obſervations on the death of women. 


In regard to thy ſex, Mary, I cannot 
tell thee ſo much of them, as of my own, 
and perhaps there is not ſo much to tell, 
of their difference of characters, and dif- 
ference of behaviour in their laſt hours. I 
believe the lives of women, are compara- 
tively moſt free from atrocious guilt ; 
and that from a habit of obedience, 
they live moſt ſubmiſſively to the de- 
crees of heaven: perhaps, being leſs 
deeply engaged, in views of avarice and 
ambition, their chief guilt may conſiſt 
in envy, and vanity ; crimes, which they 

are 
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are mighty apt to overlook, or not diſco- 
ver. Comparative diſtinctions are gene- 
rally ab/urd : One difference is, thatth e 
object which moſt affects a woman's heart, 
is her Beauty; and this it is, which ſtrikes 
the man's. In its ordinary conſequences, 
which of the two diſcovers the greateſt 
weakneſs ; or ſhews the leaſt attention to 
the cauſe of virtue ? I can tell thee that 
I have heard my maſter talk of great 
courage and reſignation among women, 
in the article of death. He uſed to 
tell a ſtory of a French lady, which 
always ſtruck me as an inſtance of true 
generoſity of ſpirit. Happening to 
be bled by a ſurgeon, who had enter- 
tained a ſecret paſſion for her, the con- 
dition of the lady being much ſuperior 
to his, upon uncovering her arm, he was 
viſibly confuſed : This was obſerved ; 
however, with great affability ſhe deſired 
him to g9 on, in his work ; and he cut 
a tendant, - inſtead of opening a vein, 
He immediately diſcovered his miſtake, 
Vor. II. G and 
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and the lady was as ſoon ſenſible, that ſhe 
mult die in conſequence of it: but far 
from loading him. with bitter reproaches, 
ſhe ſaw with compaſſion, the anguiſh of 
the unhappy man, and ſubmitted to pro- 
vidence. She went ſtill farther ; for think- 
ing this event, would injure his reputation 
as a ſurgeon, ſhe made a handſome pro- 
viſion for him in her will; and died with 
that greatneſs of mind, which a good 
underſtanding, ſupported by the noble 
ſentiments, of chriſtian piety, and ge- 
neroſity, inſpires.! Was not this great? 
Do'ſt think thou ſhouldſt have done the 

Tame, under the like circumſtances ? 
With all their imperfections, wo- 
men are called the devout ſexs And 
what doth this mean, but the ſex moſt 
habituated to piety ; or in other words, 
moſt inclined to the performance of re- 
ligious duties? Indeed, I believe, tho' 
thy ſex is the moſt timorous, ye gene- 
rally die the moſt gracefully. I have al- 
ready remarked to . that there 1s no- 
thung 


6 
thing great and noble, even in martyr- 


dom, wherein women have not been, in 
all ages, diſtinguiſhed. 


Characters of females, and their behaviour in death. 


Why, my dear Maxy, ſhouldſt not 
thou be as ready to die, for the glory of 
God, and the welfare of thine own ſoul, 
as the greateſt of the daughters of wo- 
men? Never ſhall I forget the manner 
of thy dear mother's death. She ſeemed 


perfectly reconciled, as if ſhe was happi- 


ly arrived at her journeys end; after tra- 
velling through the rough ways of penuryz 
and weathering the ſtorms of affliction. 
The truth is, ſhe had lived an honeſt and 
a religious life; her mind was in peace; 
ſhe was full of the hopes of the rewards of 
her virtue; and ſhe looked up to the 
finiſher of ber faith, even Chriſt, her re- 
deemer ! She had conſtantly, and ſteadfaſt- 
ly fixed her eye, on a judgment to come; 
and this furniſhed her with ſuch principles 
of action, as can be learnt no other way. 
G 2 She 
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She had thought of death familiarly, and 
therefore ſhe did not fear it. Indeed, ſhe 
was ſo truly good, and full of hope, that 
to my imagination, in thoſe early days, 
ſhe appeared to aſcend the clouds in tri- 
urmph! O my daughter, may thy death, 
waene'er it comes, be like her's; I think 
thou wilt then moſt aſſuredly die the 
death of the righteous ! — Why do I 
wander back ſo many years, and ſet my 
wounds a bleeding Thou, my child, art 
her image! — May thy virtues be like 
her's, that thou mayeſt at length ſhine as 
the ſtars of heaven! 

Thou remembereft Aue L IA. This was à 
young woman of the moſt excellent diſpo- 
ſition! Her modeſty could be equalled by 
nothing but the gracefulneſs of her ſmiles, 
and the benignity of her temper. Her 
dutifulneſs to her parents, and their ju- 
dicious care and tenderneſs, were become 
famous. She was never ſeen to be at 
a loſs for employment ; nor out of humour 
tor any croſs accident, Her own paſſions 
being 
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being always calm, ſhe was a guide and 
monitor to all her acquaintance. Un- 
practiſed in any art of falſhood, or cunning, 
flattery, or inſinuation, by the reſiſtleſs 
power of her diſcourſe, ſhe commanded 
the affections of all her acquaintance. She 
ſung moſt ſweetly; but ſhe was never 
tempted to wakes, or fairs, or kept any 
company but ſuch as her parents recom- 
mended. Her winning ſoftneſs was at- 
tended with a turn of mind, as ſerious as 
uncommon, and out of faſhion, The 
ſentiments ſhe had committed to writing, 
which were found after her death, abun- 
dantly proved, how juſtly ſhe thought of 
her own diſſolution; and how much her 
heart was devoted to her maker. And, as 
if heaven had mark'd her for its own, &er 
ſhe had well ſeen twenty years, having fil- 
led up the meaſure of her virtue, ſhe was 
called to the ſociety of her kindred Angels. 
O what a loſs was ſuſtained in her Glad 
ſhould I be, to ſpeak fo well, of any man 
of my acquaintance, who, having died ſo 
G 3 young, 


(66) 


young, was poſſeſſed of ſo much intrinſie 
worth! 

A ſmall number of years, Max, is 
enough to take a view of the world : the 
moſt happy, find but little variety of un- 
mixed pleaſure in it. Life affords but 
little more time, than to look about us, 
and prepare for death: for hardly do the 
eldeſt diſcover the key of life, than it 
opens to them the gates of death! 

Thou haſt lately ſeen a freſh inſtance - 

how precarious life is, and how it ought 
to be ſpent : I hope thou wilt remember 
it with thy expiring breath. Tis but the 
other day, thy much loy'd friend, and the 
companion of thy earlieſt days, AMEwa's 
couſin, theſweet El xAx ox, took her flight 
alſo. Hardly to complete eighteen years, 
is young; tho' half who are born, are 
dead by fifteen years, ſo many drop in 
infancy and childhood (a). 
| We 
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(a) Of 1000 born, 408 a are dead by tha age 
of 15, 
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We cannot ſay this young woman lived 
not- half her days ; for ſhe filled up 
the time that heaven had appointed for 
her. Her courſe of virtue was early run, 
and the great arbiter of life and death, 
was pleaſed to call her to reſt |! 

We ought not to care, how ſhort our 
paſſage through life is, provided it be 
ſafe. . Travellers ſeldom complain that 
they come too ſoon to their journey's end; 
and this young woman, who died well, 
had ſurely lived long enough for herſelf; 
and as for the world in general, we muſt 
leave it in the hands of God. 

In the very bloſſom of ErLz anor's life, 
her virtues were fragrant ! She was early 
at her duty, and as active as a bee; and 
the produce of her labor, as ſweet as honey: 
ſhe was no leſs a miſtreſs of her needle; 
than of what belonged to the dairy; and 
induſtry was her pleaſure and delight. In 
love for her brothers and ſiſters.no body 
excelled her. She was affable to every 
one, and always ready to plead the cauſe 
of 
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of pity, and of peace: no one could be 
a truer advocate for miſery and diſtreſs, 
When ſhe had nothing elſe to give, her 
tears ſtood in her eyes; but ſhe comforted 
herſelf by thinking, that there is no 
affliction, for which religion has not pro- 
vided a remedy. She ſpoke of thoſe whom 
ſhe could not praiſe, with a tenderneſs that 
expreſſed her ur.iverſal | benevolence. 
She went to church conſtantly every ſab- 
bath day, and read the Bible and Teſt · 
ament, with ſuch attention, as to under- 
ſtand every part neceſſary to her hap- 
pineſs, in both worlds. At her leiſure, 
ſhe read other good books; and as care- 
fully avoided thole dangerous ſtories which 
corrupt the heart, and pollute the fancy. 
—Gvarded againſt the extremes of melan- 
choly, and careleſſneſs, ſhe poſſeſſed her 
ſoul in chat happy chearfulneſs and com- 
poſure, which are the ordinary compa- 
nions of inaccence ; and the beſt inſtruc» 
tors how to die In the gifts of nature, 
ſhe was no leis happy; being in temper 


ſweet, 
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ſweet, in manners gentle, in converſation 
pleaſing, and in voice melodious —Native 
ſimplicity, and the love of truth, pre- 
vented her being given to affeFation ; and 


ſhe had too much ſenſe to be proud, 
With her ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, ſhe had 


a large portion of courage, which ſhe 


wiſely thought neceſſary to the conduct of 
life ; well knowing, that nothing can em- 
bitter life ſo much as fear; nor any 
thing be more fantaſtic, than falſe delicacy, 
as if women were not to be taught to 
die. She was ſenſible that nothing can 
conquer this unmanly paſſion, which 
is apt to ſhow itſelf in ſuch various forms, 
but religion, and the exerciſe of reaſon. 
With what glorious ſtrength of mind, 
and reſignation, ſhe ſpoke of her own 
death; ſhewing forth her confidence 
in the mercy of God, through the 
merits of Chriſt, the Redeemer of the 
world ! The ſame ſentiments, and tran- 
quility of | ſpirit, which rendered her 
life ſo amiable, attended her expiring 


breath. 


90 


breath. Thou knoweſt, her death was 
truly worthy of applauſe; and a glorious 
object of imitation | 

Do'ſt thou weep, my dear Maxx, at 
this detail? Soft ſorrows rather heal, than 
wound the fpirit; and there can be no 
bitterneſs in iy griet, Thy tears be- 
ſpeak thy virtue; but there are many 
reaſons why thou ſhouldſt wipe them, and 
be comforted. She hath happily eſcaped 
the dangers, with which this life abounds. 
Calm and ſerene, ſhe poſſcſo'd the moſt 
peaceful purity, and unmixed hope; and 
exchanged this world, for one much better. 
Is not this a plentiful ſource of conſola- 
tion? Think of being out of the reach of 
affliction; and what is more, beyond the 
poſſibility of offending God] Thou, my 
child, knoweſt not the dangerous ſmiles 
of a treacherous world. Comfort thyſelf ! 
% Tears will not water the lovely plant, 
eto make it grow again,—Siphs will not 
give her new breath; nor can'ſt thou 
„ furniſh her with * and ſpirits, by 
« the 
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« the waſte of thine own.” Complain 
not of the ſhortneſs of thy joy; nor let 
thy loſs in her, turn to thy diladvantage. 
Be thankful to thy maker, that thou en- 
joyedſt it ſo long; and in thy forrow, for- 
get not to pray, Thy will, O Gd, be done! 
« To her, virtue was grey hairs, and an 
unſpotted life, old age.” Let the remem- 
brance of her good qualities, live in 
thine heart; and in proportion to thy love 
for her, let her ſtill be thy friend and 
monitor. Think of her happineſs ; and in 
that reflection, be happy thyſelf.— Wipe 
thy tears; and whilſt thou offereſt up thy 
pious lamentarion, let this inſtance of her 
well ſpent life, teach thee, what is the de- 
ſign of God, in giving breath to mortals. 
If the: r7g4teous, who are dead, reproach 

the 47godly, who are living; and youth 
« ſoon perfected, the many years of the un- 
e rightecus ,” rather mourn for ſome who 


are living, than for thy departed. friend, 
Res 
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Refloctions on truſting to a late repentance, 

How hard it would be to think, if we 
did not fee it daily with our eyes, that ſo 
noble, ſo excellent a creature as man, 
whatever his ſtation is in this world, 
ſhould be ſo little attentive to his own ex- 
cellency and worth, as to neglef his ſeul ! 
Yet this is certainly the caſe, whenever 
we carry our views no further than 
our preſent life; which is ſo ſmall a part 
of our exiſtence, We are apt to 
confine our thoughts to this world, in 
proportion as we are unwilling to part 
with it; and as often deceive ourſelves 
as to the probable diſtance of our death. 
Two of my acquaintance, lately dead, 
were both far gone in their diſeaſe, and 
deemed incurable : each thought the other 
would die very ſoon, and openly de- 
clared his opinion ; but neither ſeemed to 
imagine his own death near. —Wife 
men correct their faults, by obſerving 
wherein others are defective: Human 
nature 
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nature is the ſame, and we uſually have no 
better monitor than example, to teach us 
good, or avoid evil. With us, all things 
go by faſhion; and it is not the cuſtom of 
our country, to ſpeak of the approach of 
death, or the ſtate of the mind, not even 
in the moſt gentle terms. This is one rea- 
ſon, why ſo many think ſo little about it; 
or have ſuch confuſed thoughts on the 
ſubject. Inſtead of giving the maſt aſſiſt- 
ance that is practicable, to thoſe who need 
it; we give the leaſt that can be imagined, 
whether it be wanted or not. 

Mankind learn to be brave or cowardly, 
like/o/diers, by habit; and wiſe or fooliſh, by 
the ſame means, Were people of ability 
to talk the language of reaſon and religion 
upon theſe awful occaſions, it would 
probably rouze the ſpirits of many a ſick 
perſon, and arreſt the arm of death, or 
make his dart leſs painful, 

It is confeſſed that we ought to love 
each other, to the laſt breath; to 
ſtand firm in all extremities; to bear 
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the condition of mortality; and to 
hope for joys immortal; yet ſtill, we 


ſeem to act without courage, to execute 


the commands of reaſon and conſcience. 
If near relations were to endevor by read- 
ing, prayer, or diſcourſe, to inſpire the dying 
perſon, with a contempt of pain and 


death, the /iving would learn the better 


hiw to die. The approach of death, 
hke other dangers, is apt to terrify the 


fearful ; but the prudent, may be inſtruc- 


ted, and the courageous animated. No- 
ching can make us more bold, than a 
good cauſe. In every important part to 
be acted, we endevor to inſtruct the 
perſon who is to perform it: Now this 
being the laſt ſcene, it ſeems ſtrange 


that the deareſt friends, ſhould be 


quite paſſive, and do nothing towards 
brightening the hopes of a bliſsful 
immortality! We ſuppoſe that it will 
anſwer no good purpoſe, to ſpeak of 
death, to one on a ſick bed, unleſs the 


Patient is a moſt abandoned wicked 


perſon ; 
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perſon; and yet to ſuch it may be of 
the lealt uſe, of which I told thee of ſome 
inſtances, Our indifference in this inſtance 
is ſtampt with ſuch a mark of authority, 
that any conduct contrary to it, would 
be ſuſpected of enthuſiaſm or hypocriſy. 

In regard to opinion, we always recoin- 
mend late repentance, rather than none; and 
repentance on a death bed, when we can 
have no other: but in common practice, nei- 
ther to thoſe whoſe condition is well or ill 
thought of, do we ſeem to concern ourſelves 
about the future ſtate, to the verge of 


which, we believe the party is arrived! As 


a proof of this, how ſeldom are the miniſ- 
ters of God's word required to attend; tho? 
good men, on ſuch occaſions, appear as 
angels to comfort! This is ſtrange, 
Maxy, but I fear it is too true; and I 
tell thee of it, that thou mayeſt not expect 
more than neighbour's fare; and there- 
fore not truſt to any help of this kind, for 
there is uſually none given. 

H 2 | This 
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This makes the folly the more apparent, 
in thoſe who truſt they ſhall repent, tho 
they know not <vhen, nor where, nor how. 
They are ſure they ſhall die, ſome time 
or other, and they obſerve that people 
uiually die in beds; and conclude hey 
aal] have a chance of a death- bed repen- 
tunce. Do'ſt thou not lament the miſery of 
{uch perſons, in tears of deepeſt ſorrow ? 
O Maxy, do thou live prepared for 
gin; and not repoſe. any abſurd con- 
{fence in ſuch uncertain events; nor, in a 
concern of ſuch vaſt moment, truſt to 
thou knoweſt not what. | 
The danger of delay in living well, and the joy of « 
righteous death. 
In every cafe be courageous ; and do for 
_ thyſelf, that which no mortal will think 
of doing for thee. As we live, fo we gene- 
rally die ! Conſtitution, and the nature of 
diſeaſes, give us the power of greater or 
leſs apprehenſion : but thoſe only whole 
faith is lively, and who have endevored to 
| live: 
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five according to the commandments of 
God, are truly calm and reſigned. The 
conſciouſneſs of their guilt may trouble 
them, (for the beſt have committed 
many ſins,) but their reſignation is 
as a fountain of comfort, in their laſt 
hours, and they die full of hope. 

Whatever concluſions we may draw 
from what appears, at the time of any 
one's dying; the hour of death, in the fight 
of God, may differ very little from any 
other hour in life. The good, I ſay, general- 


ly die in peace; and many of the bad go off 


the ſtage, with great inſenſibility of their 
condition. Therefore, if we mean to form 
any judgment of this matter, which may be 
of ſubſtantial uſe to us, whether we have 
opportunities of knowing the thoughts 
of dying perſons or not, we ſhould conſi- 
der, that an hour ſpent in the exerciſe of 
reaſon, and obedience to God, during 
our health and ſpirits, may be as accepta- 
ble as an hour in ſickneſs can be: the 
-» BY-Y former 
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former muſt be the freeſt offering of the 
heart. And do'ſt thou not think that the 
hours we now employ, in talking of theſe 
ſerious matters, which are of ſo much 
conſequence z and expreſſing our longing 
wiſhes after virtue, and a religious lite, 
may be as acceptable to God, as any thing 
that we can do in our /aft hour, whatever 
we may then think, as being our laſt ? 
Be zealous then, and attentive, that every 
bour of thy life be ſpent in ſuch a manner, 
as may pleaſe thy maker, that all may go 
N thee in the end. 
emember, if thou putteſt off till to- 
morrow, that which thou wouldſt do to- 
day, we'rt thou about to die, thou wilt 
not only be guilty of preſumption, but it 
is highly probable thou wilt never do it. 
I will tell thee, MaRVY, why I think 
- fo. — To-morrow, and to-morrow, Creep 
on, 1n a ſtealing pace, to the end of our 
days. To-morrow Can never be to-day : 
We never can be ſure of thinking to-mor- 


TOW, 


( 


row, as we do to-day : but if we ſhoule 
think to-morrow, as we do to-day, then, 
we ſhall only think of /o9-morrow, or a 
time to come: the time preſent ſtill flies 
away, and the buſineſs will never be 
done. We are ſure the lamp of life 
burns out, though behind the curtain ; 
and when the oll 1s _ darkneſs 
muſt follow. 

My dear Max, if thou art wiſe, con- 
ſider thy end! Humble thine heart before 
thy God! Conquer and reſtrain thy 
paſſions ; direct them right, and lay them 
at the feet of his throne. Be conſtant in 
thy obedience to the dictates of thy con- 
ſcience, whatever this calls on thee to do, 
or let alone: Love God as thy father: 
obey him as thy Lord: adore him for his 
mercy : fall down before him as thy 
Judge : and conſider his juſtice as great 
as his mercy ! Do this, and thou wilt 
live, and die, acceptably in his ſight. 
He is all in all !--far beyond the power 

of 
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of mortals to comprehend—He is good. 
neſs in perfection, and will reward, or 
puniſh, agreeable to his wiſdom. and 
Juſtice, as well as his mercy. 
To think of death, and not to fear it, 
is a happineſs which can reſult only from a 
good conſcience; and this is to the ſoul, what 
health is to the body: this preſerves the 
peace of our minds; and more than coun- 
tervails all the evils that can befall us. 
For all things being ſo tranſitory and pe- 
riſhing, as we ſee they are, the greateſt wiſ- 
dem 1s to think of eternity; and to learn 
to be good, the beſt leſſon we can be in- 
ſtructed in. 

Live in comfort, MARY: if thou can'ſt 
reconcile thyſelf to thine own death, thou 
may'ſt ſurely be reconciled to the death of 
others. To mourn without meaſure is 
folly : not to mourn at all, is inſenſibi- 
lity. Be aſſured of this moſt intereſting 
truth, contained in almoſt every page of 
the holy ſcriptures, that the goed are happy 
in death. This is as certain as that there is 
2 we and that he delights in goodnels. 

Thou 
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Thou, whoſe breaſt is formed to re- | 
ceive good impreſſions, will find ſubject 
enough for ſorrow, that malice, or envy, 
injuſtice, or cruelly, or any wicked con- 
duct or behaviour, ſhould be found in 
the world! Conſider the millions who are 
gone before us, and the millions who will 
follow; and mourn over the preſent miſe- 

ry which thou can'ſt not cure. 

The general conſideration of death, 
ſhews the folly of immoderate grief, as 
well as exceſſive joy, for any thing that be- 
falls us. It likewiſe ſhews the madneſs 
of the daring ſinner, who mocks at the 
fear of God ! His laſt, day drawsnear, when 
he will ſtand trembling with terror before 
his tremendous judge The approach- 
ing day of the good is alſo: coming on, 
in the ſame pace; but this will be to them 
a day of triumph, beyond the power of 
language to deſcribe! © The ſorrows of 
the poor, and the deſpiſed, will then 
„fly away like the ſhades of night at the 
* approach of the ſun !” That ſuch glory, 
my daughter, may be thine, ſhall be 
my conſtant prayer D I S- 
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DISCOURSE VII. 


Uſefulneſs of thinking of the ſhortneſs of liſe, and the 
immortality of the ſoul. 

Dare ſay, Maxy, thou haſt thought ſe- 

riouſly of the ſubject of our yeſterday's 
converſation. I hope it will /ve in thy me- 
mory, as long as it ſhall pleaſe heaven to 
give thee breath; that it may be a means of 
ſecuring thy happineſs, when that breath 
ſhall be taken from thee. Thou ſeeſt how 
ſincerely I wiſh to promote thy well-being, 
even beyond the grave: I would gladly 
do the ſame to all the children of men; 
and thus partake of all the good they 
may arrive at the poſſeſſion of, in that 


country where all diſtinctions ceaſe, but 


thoſe of virtue. 


If the conſideration of the ſnortneſs and 
uncertainty of life, will not keep man- 
kind in peace and harmony: if the death 
of a bleeding Saviour, and all the love 
he ſnewed, and the leſſons he taught, will 

| not 
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not lead us in the direct way, what can 
be done for us? Convinced as we are, 
of the immortality of the ſoul, thoſe whom 
the little alfairs of this world diſquiet 
ſo much, and involve in a labyrinth 
of difficulties, ſcem to prove that they are 
loſt to all ſenſe of reaſon and advice. 

I told thee thy chance of life for fifteen 
years, and my own for five: This we 
learn from experience and examination of 
numbers. It is not that each ſhould at- 
tempt to know exactly how long he ſhall 
live, for this would be moſt pre- 
ſumptuous and abſurd, but in general to 
conſider how Hort experience proves life 
to be; and how much mankind deceive 
themſelves in regard to the duration of it! 
Haſt not thou often heard people ſay, 
when they approach to ſixty; © Threeſcore 
years | that is no age! They know per- 
haps that in a thouſand born, a few remain 
alive at fourſcore, (a) and yet the chance 

18, 
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7) Of 72 * (the romainden of 1 1000 
born) 
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4s, that half the people of 60 will be dead 
before 70 (: 

Alas, poor ten years, to ſtrut in about 
the world! And do they conſider that 
theſe ten years, are but broken fragments 
of time, divided out amongſt the number 
of candidates for life : ſome have only 
one or two, and others eight or nine; and, 
one with another, they hardly obtain 
above five or ſix years of the ten. Too 
many are ſo unwilling to die, as ſe- 
cretly to envy ignorance, or poverty, 
or even pain, where they think there is a 
proſpect of * of days. Is it not 

ſtrange 
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born) being 70 years of age, by the courſe of 
mortality 55 of them die within ten years; and 
conſequently only 27 of the 1000 remain alive, 
at the age of 80, 


(b) Of 135 (the remainder of | 1000 born) 
being 60 years of age, before ten years are ex- 
pired, 63 of them die, which is not far ſhort of 
the half part, to die before any one reaches ts 
© years, 
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ftrange that the immortality of the ſoul 
ſhould be ſo imperfectly attended to? 
Nothing can exalt us ſo much as the con- 
ſideration of à life to come: Nothing is ſo 
noble, extenſive, and delightful a contem- 
plation ! All the glory of this world ſhould 
fall down, and pay it homage ! Mortality 
appears ſo continually at our doors, and 
windows, in our chambers, and fields, one 
would imagine, we ſhould fly to the 
thought of immortality, as our only re- 
lief; and as the only effectual guard of 
life. But when we do not learn ſuch 
leſſons in our youth, we hardly come 
to a right underſtanding of them: 
learn them we muſt, at ſome time or 
other, or retire very ill prepared to give up 
our account. If thou, Max v, wilt try the 
experiment, and make it the firſt object 
of thy thoughts, and ſpiritual employ- 
ment, take my word for it, thou wilt 
enjoy a glorious and delightful entertain- 
Vol. II. 1 ment, 
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ment, which common mortals are ſtrangers 
to. Indeed I am afraid it is a ſecret to a 
great part of mankind, though nothing is 
more eaſy to underſtand, nor any thing 
ſo intimately connected with our progreſs 
in virtue. It is impoſſible to live, and nat 
to die; and God hath made it impoſſible 
to die, without being happy, or miſe- 
rable after death. 

We hear of each others - bodily com- 
plaints, *rill we grow ſick of the ſubject; 
but whendid'ſt thou hear any one talk pro- 
perly of the joys he hoped for after death? 
How might we animace each other in this 
glorious purſuit, if cuſtom did not oppoſe 

it But this is not the greateſt evil: for 
alas, how many, whilſt they are in com- 
pany, faintly acknowledge their belief in 
the immortality of the ſoul; and in ſecret, 
wiſh they did not believe it; for adling as it 
it were not ſo, they grow practically doubt- 
ful, whether it be ſo or not. Theſe are 
fooliſh or wicked perſons: The wiſe na- 


turally conſider what is true, and not what 
they 
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they would have be ſo; and what affords 
them comfort, and not what diſtracts 
them with fears and doubts. *© They look 
forward into futurity, and conſider 
&« what will be their condition, millions 
« of ages hence, as well as what it is at 
e preſent ! And how can the true ſpirit 
of chriſtianity be revived, unleſs we me- 
ditate on the happy immortality which 
it promiſes ? | 

Such being the defects in the intercourſe 
of chriſtians, I know not what better 
advice I can give thee, than to. converſe 
with thine own heart; to read; to think; 
to regulate thy thoughts, and obſerve the 
tendency of thy actions, calling thyſelf 
to a proper account. 

The leſ thou examineſt thine heart, the 
more deceitful it will become; and the 
more it will flatter thee. Yet when thou 
doſt examine it, be not diſbeartened at thine 
own imperfections. Every thing may 
be reformed by time, and improved by 
care, Compaſſion is due to ourſelves : 
L 2 A 
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A ſeverity of /elf-chaſtiſement, beyond the 
bounds which reaſon warrants, and our 
truſt in God demands, leads to melan- 
choly, or deſpair. Auſterities, beyond 
certain bounds, have not the marks of 
true religion: We may be very wiſe, and 
vet in good ſpirits, chearful and good 
humoured : nay, virtue itſelf implies an 
agreeable and pleaſing quality. In many 
caſes, we ought to remember our own 
taulis, and forget thoſe of others; yet 
though conſcious of our imperfections, we 
ſhould take pains to conſider ourſelves in 
that light, wherein it is moſt probable we 


ſhall benefit ; drawing this concluſion, 
that diſtruſt of God, is of all evils the 
greateſt, except deſpair. 
Endevor, Mary, to conquer the 
world, and the vanities thereof, or theſe 
will conquer thee : in other words, fol- 
low thy reaſon, and not thy paſſions. It 1s 
neceſſary to contend for victory, in hum- 
ble confidence, that when thou haft done 
thy 
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thy beſt, tho? thine own merit cannot ſave 
thee, yet wilt thou have a fair profpeCt of 
enjoying all the glones of immortality. 

Remember the counſel and admonition 
of our great Lord and Maſter, when he 
bid his diſciples, and conſequently all his 
followers, through all generations, to be of 
good cheer, for that he had overcome the 
world. If thou wilt walk in his ſteps, 
thou wilt overcome it too, as far as will 
be required of thee.. v) 

Be aſſured that whenever the thought 
of immortality affords thee no plcafure, 
thou art either living in a finful habit, 
in defiance of heaven; or thou haſt not 
conſidered enough the glories of it, to 
make any deep impreſſion on thy mind. 
Look forward towards it, with a grateful, 
a joyful, and a courageous heart, as a new 
exiſtence, infinitely preferable to that in 
which thou now liveſt in thy mortal 
body. 
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Certainty of the immortality of the ſoul, 

The mind naturally ſeeks after ſome- 
thing great and noble ; and thou wilt 
find, the more true and wonderful the 
object is, the more pleaſure it will afford 
thee. Now there is not, I ſay, any thing 
in nature more true, more wonderful, or 
more delightful in thought, than the im- 
mortality of the ſoul. If we examine the 
ſacred hiſtory, we find the curio/ity of ſome, 
and the piety of others, among the Jews, 
induced them to flock round our Saviour, 
to aſk him, what they ſhould do to be ſaved. 
Some of the Roman ſoldiers alſo came and 
aſked, and what ſhall we do?“ his an- 
{wer was, Do violence to no man, neither 
e accuſe any falſly, and be content with your 
&« wages.” Theſe Romans, Mak v, were 
hcathens ; but upon the preaching of fo 
extraordinary a perſon as Chriſt, who 
they believed, might inform them of ſome- 
thing relating to happineſs after death, 
they alſo aſked this remarkable queſtion. 

And 
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And what ſhall we do to be faved? 
Though, they were heathens, it is plain 
they believed the ſoul to be immortal, and 
being a ſpirit, would live in ſpite of the 
grave ; and if it lived, enjoy happine/t, 
or ſuffer miſery, in another ſtate. They had 
no notice in relation to a reſurrection of the 
body; nor were taught from any revela-. 
tion, that the ſoul 1s immortal, except by 
chance they learnt it from the Jews :. bur 
even ſome of the Jews themſelves, did 
not then believe in the re/urreFion of the 
body, nor in the exiſtence of angels, or 
ſpirits : witneſs the Sadducees who were 
ridiculed even by the common people, 
for their di/belief. 

Both Jews and heathens did then con- 
verſe with Chriſt, in perſon; and thoſe 
who received him, in his true character as 
the Meſſiab, had no doubt about the im- 
mortality of the ſoul, and a ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments after death. 
By the anſwer Chriſt made to the ſoldiers, 
thou wilt perceive that charity and con- 


tentment, 


. 


teniment, comprehend a great part of the 
duty of chriſtians, to whom a happy im- 
mortality is promiſed. 

Whilſt we know that the body will 
ſoon return to duſt, whereof it is made; 
and believe it will riſe again, incapable of 
further corruption, we have no authority 
for the time toben our happineſs or miſery 
will begin. For my own part, I believe 
it may be juſt the ſame, in regard to us, 
whether it happens on the day of our 
death, or ten thouſand years after : If we 
are not ſenſible of the difference of the 
time, it is the ſame. If for inſtance, I fall 
into a profound ſleep at eleven o'clock at 
night, and remain ſo till ſix the next morn- 
ing, theſe even hours are not to me, as 
one minute. Behave thyſelf as if the day 
of thy death will be a day of happineſs 
or miſery. Our lot is caſt, for there is no 
repentance in the grave 

This great doctrine of the immortality 
of the ſoul, is properly an object of faith; 
but now that it is revealed to us, nothing 

is 
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is more agreeable to reaſon; and the works 
of God give evidence to it. As to our 
conceptions how it can be; do we know 
how the body and ſoul a& on each 
other? Do we know how we riſe from 
our chair? We know that we can riſe, 
but how, the wiſeſt cannot tell. 

In regard to the reſurrection of the body, 
after it becomes duſt, this is alſo wonder- 
ful! Yet I know, that altho? the corn which 
I ſow, corrupts, and lies dead in the earth, 
it brings forth its ſeed in due ſeaſon. 
Theſe are the works of God, and we ſee 
the effects with our eyes; but how 
they are performed we know not. Thou 
ſeeſt them, and believeſt in them; is it 
not highly reaſonable to believe in his 
word alſo ? We have the moſt undoubted 
evidence, that Chriſt azs/e from the dead, 
and that he raiſed the dead. The mira- 
cles he did, gave proof of the will of the 
Almighty, as well as of his power. We-ſee 
that the body returns to duſt, of which it 
was made; and we have the utmoſt reaſon 

and 
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and proof, for believing that the ſoul, 


which is an immortal ſpirit, returns to 
God, who gave it. The ſoul is the prin- 
eiple and mover of all our thoughts, 
words, and actions; and as ſuch muſt 
one day ſtand a tryal, at the tribunal of 
God. But the ſcriptures inform us, that 
in the laſt day, it will be united with the 
body. 

Be wiſe then, O my daughter, and 
make it the buſineſs of thy life, to ſecure 
the event of that day ! Do this, as well 
to avoid the terrible puniſhments which 
are threatened, as to receive the great re- 
wards which are promiſed. Whatever 
the events of thy life ſhall be, behave as 
one that 1s promifed immortal happineſs, 
Be reſolute to reſiſt evil, and patient un- 
der croſs accidents. If at any time thy 
miſery ſhould be great, tho' great miſery 
is ſeldom the lot of the virtuous, fhll 
conſider that it will not laſt long: It 
will ſoon ceaſe; or it will make an end 
of thee by death; and death will crown 
thy conſtancy with everlaſting happineſs ! 

DI S- 
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Practice of charity the great foundation of hope after 
| death. 

VER Y event of life; eveiy 
£./ thought conſpires, to remind us ot 
our being accountable creatures. Theedu- 
cation which thou haſt had in the church 
thou art a member of, and the principles 
of pure religion rooted in thy mind, will, 
I hope, make thee always conſtant in the 
way of truth. Read the ſcriptures with 
candor, and not as thoſe who, affecting 
to be. wiſe, make one part claſh with 
another, and bewilder themiſelves. Be 
regular in thy prayers at home, and in 
public: and frequent the table of the Lord. 
When thou can'ſt do it to effect, and with 
good manners, remember it is as eſſential 
a part of charity, to warn people of dan- 
ger to their ſouls, as it is to preſerve 
their bodies. This is very plain from the 

uniform 
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uniform conduct of our Saviour. Faſhion 
can never alter the nature of things, tho 
decency and prudence, muſt always be 
conſidered as duties. 

Thou can'ſt not eaſily miſtake thy way 
to heaven, whilſt thou remembereſt, that 
whatever carries thee beyond the bounds 
of charity, will drive thee back into the 
dominions of folly and iniquity : and all 
thy fond conceits of virtue, will be as a 
tinkling hmbol! — Want of charity is the 
rock on which ſo many millions have run, 
when they fondly imagined themſelves to 
be in a fair courſe, If thou meaneſt to 
deſerve the glorious name of a chriſtian, 
endevor always to be calm as a ſum- 
mer's ſea; and gentle as its mildeſt 
breezes ;z ready to relieve the diſtreſſed, 
and zealous for thy great maſter's honoz ! 
Examine into the circumſtances of his 
life, with care and attention ; and ſhow 
thy love for him by thy obedience to his 
precepts : all other inſtructions compared 
to them are light in the balance. Thou wilt 

find 


97 
find it, in the new Teſtament, moſt clear- 
ly marked out (a). Keep thine eye on 
this 
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(a) Inftances of the life of our Saviour pro- 
poſed to imitation, from Bux R ET's expoſition 
of the New Teſtament, at the cloſe of his re- 
marks on St. Jon's Goſpel, where thofe who 
are poſſeſſed of this uſeful book, may find pro- 
per comments on theſe inſtances of our Sa- 
viour's life. 


1. His early piety, Lute xi. 46, 47. 

2, — obedience to his earthly parents. Luke 
ll. 51. 

3. — unwearied diligence in doing good. As 
x. 38. 

4. — humility and lowlineſs of mind. Muti. 
xi. 29. 

5. The unblamebleneſs and inoffenſiveneſs of 
his life and actions. Matt. xix. 27. 

6. His eminent ſelf-denial. Phil. ii. -7, 8. 

7. --- contentment in a low and mean conditi- 
on in this world, Luke ix. 58, == Phil, iv. 
11. | ; 

8, — frequent performance of the duty of pri- 

vate prayer. Luke vi. 12, — Mark i. 35. 

Vor. II. K 9. af= 


( 98 ) 
this model in every action of thy liſe; it 
will give thee more comfort and joy 
| in 
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9. His affectionate performance of the duty of 
praiſe and thankſgiving, Matt. xi. 25, — 
Fohn xi. 41. | 

10. — compaſſion towards thoſe who were mi- 
ſerable, and in diſtreſs, Matt. xx. 34. 

I1. — ſpiritual, entertaining, and uſeful diſ- 
courſe, Luke xiv. 7. xxiv. 13. 

12. — free, familiar, ſociable behaviour, 
Matt. xi. 19.—Lule v. 29. 

13. patience under ſufferings and reproaches. 
x Pet. ii. 21, 22. 

14, — readineſs to forgive injuries. Luke xxiii. 
„ 

15. — laying to heart the ſins as well as ſuffer- 

ings of others. dark iii. 5. 

16, — zeal for the public worſhip of God. John 
il, 17. 

17. = glorifying his father in all he did. Jobn 
xvii. 4. 

18, — impartiality in reproving ſin. Matt. 
xxii. 23. 

19. His 
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in the end, than volumes of other reading, 

or all the pleaſures the earth can furniſh. 
It is true we poor mortals, reſpect- 
ing our preſent life, are as nothing z and 
the reaſon which the royal pſalmiſt gives 
for this opinion, is the more beautiful, 
from its plainneſs and ſimplicity. He 
ſays, what we all know that © Our lime 
e paſſeth away like a ſhadow !'* What is 
the world, to thoſe who muſt leave it in 
ſo ſhort a ſpace? What 1s all the world 
can give, compared to an unſpotted 
faith, and the truth of a godly mind, fix- 
ed and unmoved in the cauſe of virtue ? 
And what would virtue itſelf be, M the 
ſoul were not immortal? The whole earth 
is the habitation of ſo many individuals, 
and 
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19. His univerſal obedience to his father's will, 
and chearful ſubmiſſion to his father's plea- 
ſure, Matt. xxvi. 29. 

20, — laws and practice of univerſal holineſs, 
both in heart and life. Lake iv. 34. 

7: 
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and every one is of conſequence, however 
little they may appear, conſidered ſepa- 
rately. But what hath been the fate even 
of whole nations, with regard 20 this world? 
W lere are the ancient people, the Jews, 
who made ſo great a figure in their time, as 
the ſacred hiſtory informs us? What va- 
riety of national puniſhments did their ſins 
occafion, *till they were cut off from the 
earth, as a people Where are the migh- 
ty empires of the Aſſyrians, the Babyloni- 
ans, and Egyptians Where are the Ro- 
mans, who were maſters of the Jews, as 
the ſcriptures acquaint us, when under 
their ruler PoxTi1vs PiLaTE, the Lord of 
life was put to death, upon the croſs ! — 
Thoſe mighty ſtates, are wiped off the 
face of the earth! And what will be the 
fate of the earth itſelf, and all the glorious 
luminaries that ſurround it? The ſtars will 
fade away; and the ſun be extinguiſh- 
ed, at the command of the Moſt High. 


But ſtill, my daughter, thou, who art as 


a worm, haſt a ſoul which is immortal; 
| and 
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and this will flouriſh in everlaſting youth, 
incapable of hurt from any change or 
chance. If thou art good, thou wilt 
be for ever happy, in the preſence of thy 
father, and thy God, in the boundleſs 
regions of eternal joy] That father, is the 
father of men, as well as angels! That 
God of all who is thy father, will be thy 
friend, if thou obeyeſt him. Think then, 
O think, my daughter, what a glorious 
creature thou art, by thy ſoul being im- 
mortal! 


True religion the only effeftual guard againſt ſuper- 
fiition, bitter melancholy, and enthuſiaſm. 


In contemplating the life of our Saviour, 
and the rules of behaviour which he hath 
taught, thou wilt find ſuch hope and joy, 
ſpring up in thy breaſt, as will baniſh all 
talſe apprehenſions. Whatever thy lot 
may be, this will prevent thy falling into 
the blindneſs of ſuperſtition ; the frenzy of 
entbuſiaſm; or the deplorable ſighs of melan- 
choly. There are many who pretend to ge- 
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nuine chriſtianity, and yet have foiſted inte 
their religion, a vaſt variety of follies and 
miquities. It is neceſſary on this occaſion 
to warn thee againſt them. 

The Papiſts have carried their ſuperſtiti- 
on to the height of idalatry; inſomuch that 
they even pray to deceaſed mortals, and 
worſhip images made of wood and 
ſtone. They pray to ſaints of their own 
making, as Mediators for them with 
God ; though it is ſo often, and fo ſtrong- 
ly declared in the ſcriptures, that Chriſt 
is our only mediator, and interceſſor at the 
throne of the Almighty. 

I have heard my maſter fay, that he has 


ſeen in popiſh countries, images carried 


about the ſtreets, to which tlie people fell 
down upon their knees, and prayed ; aſ- 
cribing to them the power of working 
miracles ! To ſuch heights of dotage, and 
childiſhneſs, may mankind be brought; 
and the minds of poor mortals be 
diverted from the worſhip of the 
one ſupreme and inviſible God ! Can't 

thou 
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thou think there are any, in this land, 
ſo blind as to entertain this abſurd 
faith? There are ſome fo fooliſh, even 
at this time, when Papiſts themſelves, in. 
ſeveral popiſh countries, are every day diſ- 
covering their errors and deluſions. To 
ſuch a height may falſe fear, and fantaſtic 
hope be carried, as to make people believe, 
that ſuch a male, or female ſaint, can do 
ſuch and ſuch things for them: or if they 
make application with liberal preſents, at 
the church or chapel, dedicated to ſuch a 
ſaint, he will avert evils, and give them 
ſucceſs. Theſe people alſo make vows and 
promiſes, as if God were to be bribed 
by their gifts, and deeds of oſtentatious 
charity. | 
Learn from hence what evi/s mankind 
are expoſed to; and how happy we are, in 
being born in a land where ſuch pure re- 
ligion is profeſſed; remembering, that the 
purer this is, the greater are our ſins, when 
vVve act contrary to it. 
Now, Mak v, tho' we live in ſo en- 
lightened an age, there are ſome who 
| = 
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will not open their eyes to truth and com- 
mon ſenſe ; but being led by falſe notions 
of religion, loſe the peace of their own 
minds; whilft others, unawed by any con- 
ſideration of the rewards and puniſhments 
of a life to come, give themſelves up to 
wickedneſs ; attending ſo little to the ever- 
laſting duties of charity, and humanity, 
that they are perpetually diſturbing the 
peace of their neighbors, and doing them 
_ miſchief. | | 

Perhaps, thou art not aware, that even vir- 
\ tues, carried beyond their proper bounds, 
degenerate into vices, If we forget our- 
ſelves, as reaſonable creatures, it 18 no 
wonder we ſhould overlook the line of 
duty, and ſtray .nto the paths of error and 
deluſion. A' pious diſpoſition not reſtrain- 
ed by reaſon, is apt to kindle into a 
flame, and encourage raptures; which, 
tho' they are but the natural effects of 
imagination, are taken for divine impulſes, 
which brook no reſtraint. Sometimes 
they tincture all the thoughts of the heart, 
. | and 
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and people become ready to do any thing 

which a diſtempered mind can ſuggeſt. 
The ſoul being thus ſick, and out of or- 
der, fear or preſumption often follow : 
the firſt takes the name of ſuperſtition ; 
and the laſt of entbuſiaſm. Superſtition in 
ſome countries, has been conſidered as a 
crime, meriting puniſhment, and there 
have been times when ſuperſtitious perſons 
were condemned to faſt a month in pri- 
fon, Some to this day, make every 
thing to be ominous, and in their fooliſb 
opinion, the molt ſimple accidents threa- 
ten great evils : witneſs the croaking of a 
raven, or the ticking of a ſpider, or other 
inſect vulgarly called a dearh-watch. Thou 
haſt ſeen ſome of our good neighbors, 
much diſturbed at the overſetting a ſalt on 
the table; and by laying knives acrols; and 
if there happen to be juſt thirteen in num- 
ber, in a company, they make it a reaſon 
for believing, one of them.will die within 
the courſe of the year; and not knowing 
who it will be, they all imagine what they 
pleaſe, 
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pleaſe, and take pains to torment them- 
felves. There are a thouſand fooliſh whims, 
the true growth of ſuperſtition. It is hard 
to ſay whether there be moſt folly, or 
madneſs in this vice ; but it certainly ar- 
gues a diſtruſt of the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God : for how can we ſuppoſe 
that the all-wiſe-ruler of the world, will 
diſcover any of his deſigns to man, by 
means ſo trifling and inſignificant ; or 
torment them by doubts and anxieties, 
founded on ſuch trivial circumſtances ? 
Superſtition prepares the mind to receive 
any impreſſions, from artful perſons, ſuch 
as pretend to tell fortunes ; and others 
yet more wicked, who deluding by falſe 
doctrines, and repreſenting falſhood as 
truth, and vice as virtue, lead the unwary 
into great miſchief, and ſometimes into de- 
ſtruction. Superſtition roots up the foun- 
dations of religion ; for it ſuppoſes good 
actions and good intentions, to be no 
ſufficient guard; but that ſomething muſt 
be 
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be done to make us ſafe, though we can- 
not tell what. 

Now it is beyond all doubt, that the glory 
of our creator, is diſplayed in ſeeking the 
happineſs of his creatures ; whereas ſuper- 
ſtitious fears render our very Being hor- 
rible. I apprehend, it has its founda- 
tion in the dread of death. Were we to 
remember that it is neceſſary we ſhould die; 
and that the thought of death, requires 
all the powers of the mind, it would 
be ſtrange to make it a reaſon for diſ- 
turbing life. Virtue only can repel fear, and 
true courage make life joyful. When 
fear is founded in a ſenſe of guilt, a- 
mendment of life only can ſubdue it, and 
convert 1t into the genuine fear of God. 
Be on thy guard, and ſuffer not ſuch evils 
to approach thee. Laugh thy compa- 
nions out of their fancies. Tell them, to 
conſider what real virtue is; and warn 
them of their danger, in miſtaking ſuch 
folly and in for virtue. 


Another 
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Another evil 1s melancholy this fees 
misfortunes which never come: It invites 
thoſe that will come; and it aggravates 
them, when they are arrived. In effect 
it runs to meet thoſe calamities, which 
we ſhould rather fly from; or by oppo» 
ling them with courage, conquer them. 
Superſtition and melancholy, are nearly 
related, and generally meet in the ſame 
perſon. They are alſo frequently at- 
tended by enthuſiaſm, and this, as I have 
ſaid, is an effect of falſe piety, and a 

diſtempered mind. 
We have all need of a faithful friend or 
a ſevere enemy, to admoniſh and correct; 
to perſuade us to do our duty; or ſhew | 
us our faults, ſo as to make us aſhamed of 
them, Happy are thoſe who have ſuch a 
friend. In me, daughter, thou findeſt 
one whoſe fidelity thou mayeſt depend on. 
Theſe vices are to be guarded againſt, with 
the more care, as they often take the name 
of Virtues, and few who are infected by 
them are ſenſible of their diſeaſe, Theſe 
evils 
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evils being the effect of groſs folly or 
weakneſs of mind, the ſame weakneſs ren- 

ders the remedy hard to come at. 
There is but one way of fortifying thy 
ſoul againſt ſuch misfortunes, and that 
is, by endevoring with fingleneſs of heart, 
to ſecure to thyſelf the friendſhip and 
protection of that Being, who diſpoſes of 
all events, paſt, preſent, and to come; in- 
ſomuch, that not a hair can fall from thy 
head but he knoweth it. On the other 
hand, it is impoſible to make friends of vice 
and folly; they war againſt our peace; and 
when we cheriſh them moſt, they are moſt 
our enemies. Theſe diſeaſes of the mind, 
from their very nature, oppole that peace 
of God, which exceeds our utmoſt con- 
ception : they wound that charity which 
ſtamps our words and actions with the ap- 
probation of heaven : they baniſh thoſe 
delights which the virtuous find, in all 
they ſee and hear, that admits of any ra- 
tional or religious gratification: and they 
Vol. II. L ſully 
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fully that native purity and ſimplicity, 
which fill the heart with pleaſure and be- 
nevolence. Court virtue, with an un- 
derſtanding heart, and this will make thee 
chearful, and chearfulneſs will give every 
object a pleaſing aſpect. | 


D I S- 
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DISCOURSE.Y 


Difference in opinion no reaſon for enmity. 

HE warning which I gave thee 
1 yeſterday, concerning the neceſſity 
of being on thy guard, againſt the evils 
to which mankind are ſubject, I hope will 
be ſufficient. I need not tell thee that 
man is not a perfect Being: lt is folly to 
expect perfection in any thing relating to 
him. And as to differences in opinion, 
every people and language, have notions 
of things peculiar to themſelves. In this 
cur dear country, the light of goſpel truth 
diffuſes its rays, in the brighteſt light; 
and our religious, as well as civil liberties, 
are carried to ſo high a point, that ſome 
of the beſt of us are occaſionally intox- 
icated with falſe notions z and us poor 
folks, like ſheep, are apt to follow them. 
Our character, as a people, is very ſin- 
gular : for with all our virtues and advan- 
L 2 tages 
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tages, we are ſeldom long pleaſed with any 
thing. 4 5 
But whatever the cauſe be, in no part of 
the earth is there ſo great a diverſity of 
religious opinions, tho* happily no one pre- 
fumes to hurt another on any ſuch ac- 
count : this being a common liberty, equal 
to all, whoever diſturbs the peace of the 
community, is treated as a common enemy, 
It is our ſecurity, and our happineſs, that 
we live under a kingly government, and 
therefore cannot be diſtracted by a thou- 
jand rulers : Our preſent ſovereign is a 
good man, and a true friend to his people; 
and our government, the mildeſt upon the 
earth: if our virtue and manners kept 
pace with it, we ſhould be happy indeed! 
In the mean time, we do not cry out for 
religion, but leave her to take care of her- 
felf, and each worſhips God in his own 
way. In ſome former reigns, enthuſiaſm, 
and popery, erected their helliſh banners, 
and made numerous ſacrifices of human 
blood 


1 | 

blood on account of religious opinions :: 
Even now, this blind and unchriſtian fren- 
zy rages in ſome parts of the earth (a). 
On the other hand, the gay world, 
whoſe purſuits do not allow them. 
time for much. enquiry, are too. apt to: 
reproach the moſt ſerious, be their 
faith and practice ever ſo pure, and fre- 
quently repreſent them as of ſome ſect 
or other. The moſt ignorant, are always 
the moſt conceited; and being unable to 
diſcern their own folly, or the wiſdom of 
others,, they loſe the advantages they 
might enjoy; for who in effect is to give 
precepts, or ſhow examples, but thoſe who 
are ſerious minded, and conſider the true 
ends of life? The opinions of men are as 
different, as their perſons; the greateſt 
virtues, or the moſt prudent conduct 
| L 3 never 
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(a) Poland at this time is in civil war, part- | 
ly on account of the differences between. Papiſis 
and. Proteſtants, 
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never pleaſes them all. The raſh manner 
in which we ſometime hear ſentence pro- 
nounced on each other, is no proof of wiſ- 
dom : On the contrary, it leads many in- 
to ſuch a labyrinth of uncharitable blind- 
neſs, that they cannot diſcover truth 
from falſhood.—Such misfortunes are ra- 
ther to be lamented than wondered at. 
J have more than once warned thee, that 
jf it ſhould fall to thy lot, to be reproach- 
ed for thy piety, as if, being pious, 
therefore thou muſt have adopted ſome 
falſe opinion, bear it patiently : ra- 
ther think it the misfortune of others in 
Judging ill, than thy own, in being ill 
judged of. Evils will come: it is hardly 
poſſible to be otherwiſe ; for ſome are ex- 
tremely deficient in their judgment, and 
others in heart; and moſt of us have a 
greater propenſity to detect ſmall faults, 
than to applaud great virtues. 

In general, mankind live more accord- 
ing to faſhion and opinion, which are 
very changeable, than according to the 
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rules of wiſdom, which are fteady and laſt- 
ing; and as they live themſelves, ſo they 
judge of others: Yet no one has ſufficient 
grounds for heavy complaints of his 
neighbor, whilſt he is conſcious of ſo 
much evil in himſelf ; and in many caſes 
finds it difficult to diſcover, when others. 
ought to be blamed or praiſed. | 

There are ſome weak enough to prefer 
being thought knaves, rather than fools, 
when they only mean by fools, ſuch as act 
without guile. Others, being afraid of over 
much righteouſneſs, deſire to be eſteemed 
People of the world, rather than pious per- 
ſons. Theſe do not conſider, that it is but a 
ſmall part of mankind, who are in any 
ſenſe righteous overmuch; the beſt are 
generally defective in piety. Neither do 
they recollect, that their contempt of their 
neighbor, for the moſt part ariſes from 
the pride of their own hearts, and the fond 
preſumption that they are much ſuperior 

ac 

to thoſe whom they reproach, dar 
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Self conceit, Mary, is the ordinary 

* attendant of ignorance, as the being co- 
« yetous of applauſe, uſually diſcovers 
« a ſlender merit,” Whatever the 
world may fondly imagine, the know- 
ledge which is beſt calculated to anſwer 
the great ends of the almighty, in giving 
us a Being, muſt be the beſt. The 
« higheſt knowledge is to know our- 
« ſelves; and the end of ſuch knowledge 
« is to know God,” as far as we in 
our mortal ſtate can comprehend him. 
Whence thou mayeſt conclude, that 
«* rectitude of will, is a greater ornament 
and perfection, than brightneſs of un- 
« derſtanding : and to be divinely good, 
« more valuable than any other wiſdom, 
« or knowledge.” Being ſo perſuaded 
on our part, and ſeeing how ſhort-ſighted 
poor mortals are, let us not expect, that 
even a harmleſs and inoffenſive life, will 
always ſecure us from calumny and re- 
proach : but be ſure of this, that an un- 
derſtanding heart, will find occaſion for 
Im- 
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improvement, even from calumny; and 
conſequently turn ſuch evils to advantage. 

I told thee, in ſome of our former con- 
verſations, that courage is neceſſary in 
maintaining the cauſe of religion: but 
when we make a ſtand in defence of piety, 
we ſhould conſider, what can be done, ra- 
ther than what we wiſh to do; uſing no 
other weapons, than thoſe which charity 
and benevolence, provide: and it is ne- 
ceſſary, to manage theſe with addreſs z 
otherwiſe the more zeal is ſhown, be it 
ever ſo true, the more hazard we run of 
being eſteemed 3:gots, and of loſing the 
power of doing good, in behalf of thoſe we 
might be of ſervice to. 

Upon the whole, I hope thou haft 
wit enough to treat all fooliſh or un- 
Juſt reproach with indifference z yet as. 
occaſions offer, it may be, not only war- 
rantable, but neceſſary, to defend thyſelf, 
by explaining thy opinion, and rgcom- 
mending peace and good will. Contradic- 

| | tion 
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tion expreſſed in groſs terms inflames the 
paſſions, and paſſionate diſputes hardly 
ever enlighten the underſtanding, though 
they often extinguiſh the light of 
reaſon. © In heat of argument men are 
commonly like thoſe that are tied back 
eto back, cloſe joined, and yet they can- 
not ſee one another.” My maſter uſed 
to mention an excellent rule to be obſer- 
ved in diſputes, That we ſhould give 
« ſoft words, and hard arguments, and 
« not ſtrive to vex, but to convince our 
opponents.“ 

If every /c has its portion of truth, as 
well as errcr, we ſhould be careful to 
diſtinguiſh the one from the other; and 
find out where the fault lies, before we 
condemn it. If thou do'ſt not agree with 
thy neighbor, in religious opinions, ra- 
ther conceal his frailties, than reproach 
him. If nothing thou can'ſt do or ſay, will 
anſwer any end, which can be of ſervice 
to him or thyſelf, what ſignifies talking ? 
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The practice of humanity the great fountain of peace 
| and ſocial love. | 

I believe, my daughter, that all mankind 
who act agreeable to the laws of huma- 
nity, and the dictates of their conſcience, 
according to the lights afforded them, 
will be accepted by God : I believe this, 
becauſe I hope the ſincerity of my own 
heart will be accepted by him, tho” I 
ſhould err : and for the ſame reaſon that 
T would ſhow mercy to others, I hope 
mercy will be ſhewn to me. 

It is for want of thought that mankind 
neglect their religion and humanity. They 
forget what wretched defenceleſs animals 
they are, not being in a ſtate of ſociety; 
and that the ſupport of ſociety, depends 
on the exerciſe of humanity ; with a due 
reſpect to the mutual juſtice, on which the 
laws of humanity are founded. This is 
our true ſtate improved by ſocial inter- 
courſe; for whether we differ in opi- 
nion, as to our politics, or religion, the laws 

| of 
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of juſtice and humanity muſt be ever the 
ſame : and if theſe laws were adhered to, 
means would be found to preſerve, not the 
peace of private perſons only, but alſo of 
nations, and wars would ceaſe. 

In private life, what can afford fo much 
pleaſure, as the doing a proper kindneſs, 
even to the undeſerving ; except pro- 
moting the happineſs of perſons of real 
merit? And for the wicked, not puniſh- 
able by human laws, their repentance, ſo far 
as we can judge of it, ſhould ſcreen them 
from inſults. In the very firſt view of 
humanity, no object is more pleaſing 
to the eye, than the ſight of a per- 
<« ſon whom we have obliged: nor any 
e muſic ſo agreeable to the ear, as the 
voice of one that owns us for a bene- 
L factor.“ If our tenderneſs for each 
other, as creatures of one common nature, 
is ſupported alſo by the conſideration of ' 
the duties which our religion requires, we 
Hall aft as great, and gocd à part, as our 


mortal ſtate will admit; at the ſame 
time 
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time that the conſciouſneſs of our own 
wants, will naturally ſuppreſs all proud 
CONCEtts, 

Kindneſs and benignity of temper lead 
to every thing truly generous and good. 
Nothing is more beautiful in our nature: 
being improved by the chriſtian reli- 
gion, it claims affinity with angels. As 
dew which falls gently from the heavens, 
aſſwages the ſcorching beat of the fun, 
ſo do words of kindneſs generally pre- 
vent the miſchiefs with which mankind 
are apt to afflict each other. Remember, 
my dear Maxy : © There is as much 
« wiſdom in bearing with other people's 
defects, as in being ſenſible of their good 
« qualities; and that we ſhould make the 
« follies of others, a warning and inſiruttion 
« to ourſelves, not a ſubject of mirth, nor 
e a mockery of thoſe that commit them.“ 
This is the way to preſerve the mind in 
charity and peace, to correct 3 
and to reform * world. 


Vor. II. M In 
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In regard to the virtue of thy mind, 
as it reſpects religion, God forbid wt 
thou ſhouldeſt look upon any one 
a foe to heaven, merely becauſe he acer 
from thee in opinion; or be an enemy to 
any perſon, who as far as thou knoweſt 
is a friend to God. There is no depth of 
knowledge wanting for the underſtanding 
our duty to our neighbour ; plain natu- 
ral good ſenſe is no ſcience, but this, and 
a good heart, are of more value than all 
the learning in the world. © The oppor- 
e tunity of knowledge, will be after this life ; 
but the only opportunity of doing good, 
i not. If thou takeſt care to improve 
this, thou art ſufficiently ſecure of the 
other, but if this be neglected, all is loſt. 

In regard to zealots for their opi- 
nion 'in religion, their warmth renders 
their judgment ſuſpected; but ſtill com- 
paſſion is due to them, on this very ac- 
count. The advocates for a faith not 
commonly received, are diſtinguiſhed 
5 this 9 that they preſume ſo 

much 
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much on being in the right, that 
what we generally call candor and chriſ- 
tian moderation, ſeems to them, to 
be giving up their faith, and conſe- 
quently to be criminal. If what their 
imagination repreſents to them, they re- 
ceive as infallible truths, it is a fruitleſs 
taſk for any one, who can maintain an 
argument, to reaſon with them ; but for 
us unlettered folks, it is not our bulineſs. 
If they do not moleſt us in our opinions, nor 
injure us in our rights and properties, 
let us be careful not to injure them. 
After all chat can be ſaid, it is very dif- 
ficult to meaſure the virtue or vice of 
others, which is much more material than 
their opinion. There is alſo a great dif- 
ference between not agreeing in opinion, 
and quarrelling for the ſake of it. We 
may as well endevor to propagate religi- 
on by fire and ſword, as to promote 
agreement in matters depending on the 
freedom of the mind, by any kind of vio- 
lence. For though there is a kind of 

M 2 magic 
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magic in truth, which forcibly carries the 
mind along with it; and men, being by 
aature reaſonable creatures, naturally em- 
brace the dictates of reaſon; yet there are 
ſome matters, wherein truth cannot be 
eaſily diſcovered; eſpecially by thoſe who 
mult ſee firſt thro? a cloud of groſs pre- 
judices, and conquer early impreſſions, 
before their minds can be free. 

Thus thou may'ſt perceive, how much 
the virtue of thine own mind, depends on 
thy good will and charity for all mankind, 
by whatever faith, mode of worſhip, or 
worldly intereſts, they are diſtinguiſhed. 
This is the way, my dear Max, to follow: 
the great Lord. and teacher of the chriſ- 
tian world! 

In whatever view, ſuch opinions, as do- 
not immediately relate to virtue, and the 
rectitude of the heart, may appear; it is 
eaſy to diſcover what is not to be expected 
from them. In many inſtances, opinion 
is a monſter, half truth, and half falſe- 


hood 3” as ſuch, we are to view it with. 
com- 
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compaſſion, as the beſt means of diſcover- 
ing where the fallacy lies. In privatelife, 
reputation for chaſtity, underſtanding, pru- 
dence, and the like, is of high value, not 
only as implying a virtuous diſpoſition, 
but as it enables us to do good; and as it 
may perchance mend our fortunes, though 
it is not the beſt of mankind who always 
ſucceed beſt, or are the beſt thought of. 
But the opinions of others are frequently of 
no uſe to our ſouls or bodies: they do not 
encreaſe our happineſs, nor leſſen our miſe- 
ries. Wiſe men, under all circumſtances, 
are contented to put themſelves under the 
guidance of reaſon and prudence, which 
naturally conducts them to true religion : 
and if we follow reaſon and religion, let 
approbation follow us, if it pleaſes ; if it 


will not, 1t 1s a ſign that it is not a, 1 
for much. 


Complaint, the common condition of mortals. 
Cultivate in thine heart a diſpoſition 


to be pleaſed when thou ſeeſt goody and 
M 3 be 
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be not diſmayed . when thou beholdeſt 
evil, Complaints are the produce of 
every ſoil, and under all circumſtances, 
We came into the world weeping ; and 
we weep for the evils we find in it: and 
yet we are again much diſturbed at the 
thought of parting with it. Few of us 
learn truly what it is : we grow fond of 
it, becauſe we are ignorant of it; and 
we quarrel with it again, becauſe we are 
ignorant of ourſelves. Such ſeems to be 
the ſtate of human life ! | 
As creatures of one common nature, 
endowed with ſuch noble principles of ac- 
tion, and yet limited to ſo ſhort a time, 
one might ſuppoſe that nothing but love 
and harmony would be found here on 
earth ; but the contrary is ſo true, that 
nothing is without its mixture of evil: 
and from what we ſee, we may conclude, 
that if it were otherwiſe, the good might 
be wedded to this world, and their vir- 
rues clouded, if not defaced. We know 


ſo little, of the ways of heaven, and God 
knows 


Can 


Enows ſo much, that it becomes us tos 
adore his providence ; and not arraign his. 
wiſdom. He who ſees the paſt, the pre- 
ſent, and the future,. over all that exiſts, 

can be the only true judpe. | 
Fools pretend to find fault with- 
providence; and prophane perſons to 
grumble and be diſcontented: yet the re- 
ligion which God hath given us to be our 
comfort and guide, inſpires ſuch a per- 
ſuaſive benevolence, as ſilences all com- 
plaints: it charms the mind to peace, 
and diffuſes joy over the earth. If its di- 
vine properties are not attended to, it is 
our fault: if our ignorance of it, ariſes 
from our careleſſneſs, we ſhall: be puniſhed. 
Fortune, as we call it, is the diſpoſition: 
made by providence: It oftenappears to us, 
as mere accident, and is a good or an evil 
according to the uſe we make of it. It ſome- 
times promotes wiſdom, and oftener ob- 
ſtruts it; but wiſdom excelleth folly, as 
light excelleth darkneſs; and as this is 
with- 
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within thy reach, let not the purity of thy 
thoughts be ſullied by envy or diſcontent. 
The word of God moſt high, is the 
fountain of wiſdom, and her ways are 
« everlaſting commandments !” The advice 
of the Son of God is, © ſer thy affections 
on things above, not on things on the 
« earth.” This is double inſtruction, 
both for what thou art, and what thou 
art not to do. Truſt then in thy reli- 
gion, for thy defence: this only can be 
the glory of thy end, Commune with 
thine own heart, in thy chamber, and be 
ſtill;“ fo ſhalt thou learn to rejoice in thy 
inclination to good; and thy future bap- 
pineſs will be ever in thy thoughts: 
every moment of thy time will wear a 
pleaſing aſpect, and thou wilt triumph 
in that happineſs, which is fo far already 
begun, that thou art at this moment, 
and every hour of life, on thy journey to 
- that country, where thou haſt ſuch rea- 
ſon to hope, thou wilt be put in poſſeſſion 


of it. 
DIS 
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DISCOURSE X. 


Ohhrvationt on. the opinions of the Methodi/ts, | 


AFTER conſidering the caution, 
which I gave thee in our laſt con- 
verſation, I hope thou wilt never forget 
to cheriſh ſuch benevolence of diſpoſition, 
ſuch moderation, and charity, as will moſt 
improve thy underſtanding, exalt thy heart, 
and render it an offering fit for heaven. 

I diſclaim all diſputes, as foreign to 
my condition in life; but as all men 
have their opinions, I have mine; and 
in order that thou mayeſt not be carried. 
by a real regard to piety, beyond the 
bounds of reaſon and truth, nor conſe- 
quently inadvertently fall into the errors 
of the Methodiſts, I will explain to thee 
the material articles, in which I under- 
ſtand they differ from us, and tell thee 
the reaſons why I do not agree with them. 
If their principles are founded on ſolid 


ground, 


610 

ground, and not on falſe and deluſive ap- 
prehenſions, ſo much the better for them. 
It is our part, in all caſes, to hear with 
candor, and determine with charity, ac- 
cording to our underſtanding and in- 
formation; and if we do not, it will 
be the worſe for us; not becauſe we 
differ from them, but becauſe we depart 
from the fundamental rule of charity. 


Suppoſed fervency of the Methodiſts in prayer. 
1. It is ſuppoſed that the Methodiſts err, 
in raiſing their devotion to a degree of en- 
thufiaſm. This is probably the caſe of 
ſome, whoſe warmth grows from thoſe 
inward feelings, which ſuch perſons talk ſo 

much about. 

Nov let us examine the matter in queſ- 
tion, upon thoſe noble principles of can- 
dor and charity, which I have laid down. 
If one thinks the moſt exalted devotion, is 
paſſionate and warm; and. another, that 
prayer, in which the underſtanding unites 
with 
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with the heart, tho? leſs fervent, is moſt ac- 
ceptable, and bids fair to laſt longeſt; both 
may be good people: tho? I think a ſet- 
tled affection of mind, and a good habit, 
like a moderate fair wind, promiſes to car- 
ry the veſſel to her port in more ſafety, 
than a guſt of paſſion, which reſembles a 
hard gale: for ſuppoſing the latter ſnould 
drive the ſhip faſter, it may ſhatter her 
frame, and endanger her ſinking. This 
is the light in which extraordinary fervor 
in devotion, appears to me. 

It muſt be granted, that the worſhip of 
God, not being animated, is defective, but 
ſtill it muſt be rational and judicious. Al- 
lowing for human infirmities, it ſhould be 
calm as the night, clear and unclouded as 
the day: And when rational Beings, offer 
up their hearts, to him from whom they 
derive their reaſon and underſtanding, 
they ſhould exert that power, which is 
their greateſt glory, and keep the mind 
fixed to its object. If we give ourſelves 
up to the guidance of our paſſions ;, whether 

in 
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in religious or worldly concerns, they will 
carry us headlong, to the diſgrace of hu- 
man nature : I fay, if we give ourſelves up 
to the guidance of the paſſions, for I allow 
that help ſhould be borrowed from them: 
they are undoubtedly a part of our na- 
ture; but we are to remember they are 
not the ruling part. | 
In one view, it is hard to conceive that 
devotion can be too warm ; yet if its heat 
be not tempered, and its fire reſtrained, 
it will degenerate into frenzy, My ma- 
ſter uſed to ſay, that . philoſophy and re- 
« ligion appear bright and charming in 
no inſtance more than in preſerving our 
minds firm and ſteady. And that which 
may be ſaid of life in general, ſeems to 
be applicable to devotion, * that the 
pleaſures of the temperate man are dura- 
ble, becauſe they are regularz and his 
life is calm and ſerene, becauſe it is 
innocent.” True devotion therefore when 
carried to its moſt exalted height, muſt be 
remperate. The heart may burn with a 
| C ſe- 


vie. 71 68 
ſeraphic fire, and give a peculiar energy 
to our worſhip, and yet be guarded 
and preſerved from all intoxication ; 
whereas, if we give a looſe to paſſion, the 
brain will feel the ſhock. | 

If we preſume: to exceed the bounds 
which reaſon allows; there is likewiſe 
danger of being elated with pride, and 
if we fancy ourſelves ſuperior to common 
mortals, inſtead of its making us ſtronger 
in piety, it may render our devotion un- 
acceptable to God. 

Whenever the mind throws off the re- 
ſtraints of reaſon, and affects to ſoar be- 
yond it, we may be ſure there is ſomething 
wrong. Man being a rational creature, 
muſt not depart from himſelf. He who 
gave us reaſon, ſurely meant that we 
ſhould uſe it; and nothing ſeems more 

natural to the human mind, nothing more 
juſt, right, and fit, than that we ſhould 
worſhip God with the whole underſtanding, 
as well as the whole heart : and whatever 
we are moſt convinced is right, if we act „ 
Vol. II. N agree- 3 
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agreeable to our reaſon, that we ſhall be 
attentive to, and uſe the moſt effectual 
means to accompliſh. _ 

There is alſo a certain moderation eſſen- 
tial to virtue ; her prerogatives cannot be 
maintained but by temperance of ſpirit. 
She is ſteady and reſolute ; made for diffi- 
culties, and grows ftronger and brighter 
by trial ; but it is one part of her duty to 
keep us in mind, that we are men, and 
not angels. a 

I likewiſe think, that the greater our 
humility is, the more acceptable our wor- 
ſbip will be. A conſciouſneſs of the weak- 
neſs of our nature, reſpecting our inabi- 
lity to expand the wings of our devotion, 
beyond a certain meaſure, naturally creates 
ſuch a humiliation of heart, as is one of 
the eſſential requiſites of piety, and con- 
ſtitutes a chief part of it. 

J have alſo had ſome opportunities of 
obſerving, amongſt the Methodiſts, that 
thoſe who have been moſt apt to be tranſ- 
ported, were people of the weakeſt judg- 


' ment. 
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ment: And the ſame cauſe, under a con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, has ſometimes carried 
them into the extreme of deſpair, becauſe 
Mey did not feel thoſe extraordinary fer- 
vors in devotion. Thus meaſuring the 
wiſdom and mercy of the almighty, by 
the ſcanty ſcale of the weakeſt of mor- 
tals, too many have been plunged into the 
utmoſt diſtreſs ; tho' I am perſuaded, not 
ſo many as 1s generally imagined. 

Thou ſeeſt the reaſons which occur to 
my mind, why I think there is danger in 
encouraging fervor, beyond a certain 
point, which every one upon a due con- 
ſideration and attention may find out for 
himſelf. This is not an article of faith, 
but of practice: And for my own part, I 
have more compaſſion for thoſe who go be- 
yond the mark, than hopes of ſuch as fall 
very ſhort of it. There are many amongſt 
us, who during the whole ſervice, ſeem to 
be quite abſent, not ſo much from in- 
firmity of mind, as habit of neglect, and 
indifference to religion. In whatever 

; "02 | rank 
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rank or condition, ſuch nominal devotion 
is practiſed, it. argues infidelity, or that the 
offenders are as ſtupid as oxen or aſſes. 
How we ſhall be puniſhed for it hereafter 
I know. not: but I tell thee, and I beg, 
my dear daughter, thou-wilt write my 
words on thine heart, that I reckon this 
as much a ſin to be repented of, as many 
for which we are uſually ſorry and aſham- 
ed, upon the leaſt thought of our being 
accountable to God. 

J have already told thee my thoughts 
very fully, in relation to prayer in gene- 
ral (a), and therefore need not ſay any 
more: be aſſured that much depends on 
It. | | 
: Methodiſts belief in the ſenſible. operation of the He 

Ghoſt, | 

2. The metbodiſt, properly diſtinguiſn- 
ed by his faith, or religious opinion, 
believes in ſuch a ſenſille operation, 
| {or 
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(or immediate feeling in mind or body, or 

both) of the Holy. Ghoſt, as that a per- 
ſon may know the certain hour or minute 
when he was converted; and from being a 
great ſinner, ſuddenly becoming a great 
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faint. How this is I cannot tell thee: I 


ſuppoſe they would have it underſtood to 
be ſomewhat in the manner that St. 
Pal. was converted to chriſtianity, by a 
miraculous light from heaven. 

Now, my dear Maxy, thou may'ſt 
eaſily perceive this to be by no means 
agreeable to the common. experience. of 
mankind, who being in_ their. right 
mind, hardly ever commit any great 
wickedneſs on a ſudden; nor if they are 
already very wicked, do they ſuddenly be- 
come virtuous.. True religion is a work 
of a ſlow and gradual nature; it is learnt 
by labor, practice, and good habits, bear- 
ing a likeneſs to many things we learn 
relating to this world. And the Almighty- 


does not as it were intrude his Grace, 


againſt our inclination and will, but the 
1 direction. 
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direction is, © ſeek and ye ſhall find; knock 
and it ſhall be opened unto you.” There 
is no arguing with theſe people on this 
point; for if once they tell us, that they 
feel what they cannot deſcribe; or 
that which we do not, or cannot feel, 
there is an end of all reaſoning upon the 
ſubject. In good truth, I do not be- 
heve there is any ſuch thing exiſting, ex- 
cept in the imagination, which we all 
know is ſometimes affected in ſo high a 
degree, as to tranſport or terrify exceed- 
ingly, where there is no real object of plea- 
ſure, or fear. One reaſon for my not be- 
lieving it, is, that I do not conceive why, 
or for what reaſon it ſhould be ſo, ſee- 
ing that the ordinary means which God 
in his infinite goodneſs has been pleaſed 
to provide for the Whole race of mankind, 
are, according to their acknowledged 
ſenſe, very ſufficient, if we uſe them pro- 
perly. Men of the greateſt eminence for 
wiſdom and piety, in all ages, ſince the 
immediate followers of Chriſt, I under- 


639 
ſtand have been, and thoſe now living 
ſtill are, of this opinion; and do not pre- 
tend to ſuch ſenſible operations, or ſuch. 
ſudden converſions. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that mankind gene. 
rally recolle& the time when they take up 
a new opinion, or alter an old one; and 
the ſame often happens with regard to our 
reſolutions, whether theſe relate to the- 
amendment of our lives, or to any other 
concern whatſoever. But this change of 
opinion may be eaſily accounted for; it 
is owing either to the operation of reaſon, 
or the influence of our paſſions ; but in. 
the caſe of inſtantaneous, or ſudden conver- 
ions, ſuch as are pretended to by ſome of 
theſe people, neither the reaſon, the paſe. 
ions, nor the will are at all concerned: 
The grand buſineſs is done in a moment, 
by ſome unaccountablem. ans; and the man 
becomes a new creature, without know- 
ing more than that he feels himſelt ſo.— 
If no one was ſaved but thoſe who are 
converted in the manner ſuch methodifts 


lay, 
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fay, what is to become even of the moſt 
pious perſons, who never were ſenſible 
of any ſuch converſion ? Therefore de- 
pend on it, that if we uſe the ordinary 
means which God hath appointed, the 
gracious ends of his providence will be 
accompliſhed ; and his goodneſs in ſuch 
appointment, muſt ever be an object, of 
the higheſt gratitude and praiſe, which 
the children of men can offer at the throne 
of wiſdom and mercy 


Methodiſt: belief in a certainty of their own ſalvation. 


3. From the ſame kind of conceit, the 
genuine methodiſt tells us, that he is in 
ſuch a ſituation, that he can no longer 
ſin, and is ſure be ſhall be ſaved. I dare 
ſay the learned among them make refined 
diſtinctions; but this I have heard from 
the mouth of one of that profeſſion. Now 
to guard againſt ſuch kind of fallacies, I 
muſt tell thee, that in my opinion, this 
flatly contradicts what the ſcriptures. de- 
clare in the moſt expreſs terms. And L 

make 
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make no doubt, that after /aying and be- 
lieving this doctrine, many a mortal ne- 
thodiſt hath ſinned, and to this day con- 
tinues to commit ſin. We are required 
to * work out our ſalvation with fear and 
trembling,” and is this to be done con- 
tinually, even to the end of our days; or 
only to ſuch a period, when we imagine 
ourſelves to be arrived to a certain pitch 
of perfection in religion? Being free, we 
are ſubject to ſin; and if we are not 
watchful at every period of life, and un- 
der all circumſtances, we ſpball certainly 
ſin; and to preſume the contrary, ſeems 
be in itſelf very ſinful, 

e belief* in bring ſaved by faith without 
good Works. 

4. The methodiſt makes another nice 
diſtinction, concerning faith and good 
works, by which he ſeems to ſeparate 
faith from works, in a ſenſe which J ap- 
prehend, from the general tenor of the 
ſcriptures, God never intended ſhould be 
made. 
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made. The author and finiſher of our 
faith has himſelf ſaid, „net every one that 
« ſaith, Lerd, Lord, ſhall enter into 
« the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
&« doeth the will of my Father who is in 
a heaven.” Now do'ſt thou imagine the 
will of God can be done, or accompliſh- 
ed as he requires it ſhould, by thy belief 
only ? The great father of mankind, I 
apprehend, never intended that belief in 
him, and his word, whatever that word 


may require of us to do, ſhould be in 
any ſenſe ſeparated or divided. As well 


may we ſeparate and divide the love of God, 
from our obedience to him; therefore to 
think, and to ad, muſt go together. Faith 
is to be known by practice. Ye ſhall 
know them by their fruits:“ and again 
it is ſaid, © ſhew me your faith by your 
works;” and without theſe, a man cannot 
ſatisfy himſelf nor others. Belief, with- 
out a practice correſpondent with it, 1s 
not much credited by men; and according 


to 
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to the ſcriptures, it will be rejected by God; 
for it is there expreſsly ſpoken of, as vain, 
hypocritical, and impious. 

The Methodiſts often talk of the fool- 
;ſbneſs of the world, triumphing over the 
wiſdom of it; and in general, and accord- 
ing to the ſenie it is uſed in the ſcripture, 
they are in the right; but are they them- 
ſelves, in any ſenſe wiſe, if they do not di- 
ſtinguiſh what is ſaid of faith in Chriſt, as 
oppoſed to the Jewiſh law ; and the ritual 
obſervance of the Moſaical inſtitution ? 
Perhaps thou doſt not underſtand me: 
let me remind thee of what thou haſt read, 
namely, that many of the Jews, who were 
made converts to chriſtianity, were, not- 
withſtanding apt to rely on the ceremo- 
nies of their former religion. Againſt this 
they are warned, by the apoſtle, and told 
to have faith in Chriſt only, and that this, 
ſo far as reſpects faith, would ſave them. 
Every man of common ſenſe will under- 
ſtand this, if he has a mind to exerciſe his 
underſtanding. Thou ſeeſt that che ſame 


perſon, 
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perſon, could not at the ſame time-enter- 
tain the faith of a Jew, ſo as to peſt in 
the law of Moſes; and the faith of 4 
chriſtian, ſo as to place his dependance 
on the method of ſalvation revealed in the 

goſpel of Chriſt. | 
This diſtinction ſeems to be very fami- 
liar and eaſy to be underſtood; yet, 
however ſtrange it may ſeem, I appre- 
hend the want of due attention to it, has 
been the cauſe of puzzling and confound- 
ing ſo many thouſands of poor people, in 
relatiom to their believing that they may be 
ſaved by faith alone. If we examine the 
ſacred writings, fairly and impartially, 
the deſign and tendency of our Saviour's 
doctrines and diſcourles, and the nature 
of the general judgment, we ſhall find the 
neceſſity of good works, fo clearly and fo 
fully inſiſted on, that if an angel were to 
appear and recommend faith, as ſufficient 
to ſalvation, and ſay nothing of good 
works, honeſty, and purity of heart, we 
| | ſhould 
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ſhould have juſt reaſon to ſuſpect, he did 
not come from God. 
Metbodiſis differ in ſome articles of faith, and are apt 
to pride themſelves in the diſlinction. 

5. The Methodifts ſeem to agree in cer- 
tain great out-lines, which diſtinguiſh 
their community; yet, like other people, 
they divide and ſubdivide in opinion; and 
this will ever be the caſe where abſurdities 
are maintained. We ſhould learn from 
the weakneſs and falibility of ſuch teach- 
ers, ſome of whom are very unlearnzd, to 
ſearch. the ſcriptures ourſelves, without 
departing from the paths of common 
ſenſe, and reaſon—How is it poſlible, 
without a miracle, that any one can be 
ſure of ſalvation? How can we pretend to 
ſuch knowledge, without diving into the 
ſecrets of the Almighty, and ſinning by 
this very act of preſumption ? | 

Nothing is more dangerous than pride, 
and preſumption, 1n religious concerns : 
pride implies a direct contradiction: 

Vor. II. Oo fo 
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for, © to be proud of knowledge, is to be 
« blind in the light; as to be proud of 
virtue, is to poiſon ourſelves with the 
„ antidote.” Whether pride had any ſhare 
in firſt broaching theſe opinions, ſuppo- 
ſing they will not ſtand the teſt at this 
time, I know not: Nor can I tell thee, 
whether the deſire of taking the lead 
in ſuch notions, has generally been any 
motive ; but of this I am perſuaded, that 
whilſt thou art doing thy beſt to improve 
in faith, thy prayers, and good works, will 
promote it, and confirm it in thine heart. 
If thou conſidereſt, that what thou art 
doing, is commanded by God to be 
done, as well as in itſelf moſt right, juſt, 
and fit, thou wilt certainly a& on the 
nobleſt principle, that human nature is 
capable of. 

As to the notion of ſome bumble mind- 


cd people, who talk of the ſcanty limits 


of their power, to do good works; be aſ- 
ſured, thy very words of charity and be- 
neficence, ' proceeding from thy heart, 
will 
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will be accepted as a good work. How 
highly was the widow's mite eſteemed by 
the ſon of God himſelf ! Every thing 1 is a 
good work where the intention goes along 
with the action, and the glory of God is 
the leading principle. Riches are ſo far 
from being in queſtion, that Chriſt and 
his immediate followers, having nothing, 
yet in a religious ſenſe, they poſſeſſed all 
things. And the diſtinguiſhed mark of 
our Saviour's character, as a man, was, 
that he went about doing good. 


Methodiſts appear to want charity towards * 
who differ with them. 


6. I have been ſometimes tempted to 
ſuſpect, what is but too common to the 
human mind under certain circum- 
ſtances ; that the Methodiſts have a wrong 
turn of thought, ariſing from the ſup- 
poſed ſuperiority which they enjoy over 
others; who though confeſſedly of the 
chriſtian faith, are not of the ſame way 
of thinking with themſelves, I have ob- 

O2 ſerved. 
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ſerved in the tenor of their diſcourſe, the 
moſt cautious of them ſeem to diſcover 
a belief, reſembling that of the Papi}; 
for ſome, I am informed, declare in fo 
many words, that thoſe who do not agree 
with them in opinion, are in a ſtate of 
damnation. If they do entertain ſuch 
notions, they certainly confine the mercies 
of heaven to a narrow compaſs ; and are 
in a very uncharitable ſtate themſelves. 


The neceſſity of piety as diſtinguiſhed from opinion. 
True piety can exiſt only as it is fup- 
ported by juſt notions of charity; and 
any concluſion to the contrary ſeems to be 
unwarrantable. Be their opinions good, 
bad or indifferent, my advice to thee, is 
to leave them to themſelves; and to hope 
their miſtakes, if they are miſtaken, will 
not be imputed to them as ſins. 
Whatever our opinions may be, it is ob- 
vious that the more we love God, the 
more anxious we ſhall be to obey him; 
and that obedience is better than all 
other- 
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other ſacrifices. God requires a reaſon- 
r able ſervice 'in' ſpirit and in truth : The 
ſpiritual part is ſhewn by faith, hope, and' 
charity, and the truth, by the aſſent of 
reaſon, to what it diſcovers to be the will 
of God. We ſhould conſider all things, 
with that freedom of thought, that mild- 
neſs and generoſity of ſpirit, and that 
chriſtian charity, for which 1 it is the glor 
of man, even to die. 


The propriety of going to our pariſh church. 
Go regularly to thy pariſh church, 
| where thou liveſt ; and where thy miſtreſs 
may direct thee to go. If the vicar or 
his curate ſhould not happen to enchant 
thee, with the manner of their delivering 
the word of God, yet. if thou attendeſt 
to what they ſay, with all thy heart, and 
all thy ſtrength, with prayers to God for 
bleſſings on it, I would venture a thou- 
ſand to one, but thou wilt become-a good 
chriſtian, And if thou do'ſt not conſult 
thine own heart, and apply diligently to - 
O3. thu” 
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thy duty, it will ſignify but little to what 
place of devotion thou goeſt. Thy ſal- 
vation depends on thine own piety, and 
the mercy of God, through. Chriſt ; and. 
not on the fancy or opinion of man. The 
conſtancy of thy mind, and the way of 
worſhip in which thou haſt been bred, 
vill probably ſecure thee againſt vain opi- 
nions; and through the aſſiſtance of di- 
vine grace, preſerve thee in ſuch know- 
ledge of religion, as the Almighty will 
accept. | 


The Church of England as diſtinguiſhed. 
As to diſtinction of churches, it is na- 
tural to eſteem that moſt, in which we 
firſt drew our breath : but I can tell thee, 
Maxy, according to the beſt of my judg- 
ment, there is in the proteſtanti/m of the 
church of England, as we ſee it practiſed by 
ſober minded chriſtians, fomething more 
numble, more pure, and more charitable, 
and enlarged, than in any mode of wor- 
ſhip that I know of. Whatever other 

churches 
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churches may teach, the property of ours- 
is to ſuffer bravely ;: to ſhow a liberal 

chriſtian-like indulgence to all other faiths, 
which are not profeſſedly at war with it. 
Whilſt it perſuades, it uſes no violence. 
It hath: in conſtant view, the conduct of 
the great founder, in the genuine faith 

and practice, delivered down by him, as a 
law to all his followers, through all ages. 

It is ſimple and eaſy to be underſtood; . 
and the more, as it lays its chief ſtreſs on 

viſiting the fatherleſs and the widow ;. 
and keeping its votaries unſpotted from 
the world. Thou mayeſt live to fee it 
gain ground, in proportion as mankind: 
recover from a ſtate of barbarity, and the : 
blindneſs of popith ſuperſtition. 

Thou haſt not forgotten, that when the - 
diſciples of our Lord, were offended at 
the inſult he met with in Samaria, they 
recommended to him, to command ire 
from heaven, to chaſtiſe the offenders. 
He told them, they did not underſtand. 
what ſpirit. themſelves were of; and 


much 
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much leſs were they aware, of the divine 
charity of their maſter, who came to ſave 
all mankind, and not to deſtroy any one. 
The church of England never perſecuted: 
It is not in the leaſt tinctured with enthu- 
ſiaſm, or pageantry. It earneſtly recom- 
mends conſtancy of mind, and equality 
of conduct; zeal for the honor of God, 
and religious fear, not to offend him. It 
. teaches purity of faith and manners, 
without the leaſt ſemblance of hypocriſy, 
worldly mindedneſs, tyranny over the 
poor, or indecent warmth. 

The ſermons of her divines, contain 
the moſt rational ſyſtem of the pureſt and 
and moſt angelic divinity, founded on the 
true ſpirit and general tenor of the goſpel. 
In a word, it teaches a religion fit for a 
real virtuous and] underſtanding perſon, 
profeſſing a belief in Chriſt, as the re- 
deemer of the world. 

Whatever opinions ſome of thy friends 
and acquaintance may happen to be of, 
if thou leaveſt them in quiet, the leaſt 


titey can do is to obſerve the ſame rule of 
conduct. 
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conduct towards thee. Do not thou, who» 
art duſt and aſhes, pretend to decide the 
fate of others : nor let it affe& the com- 
paſſion of thy mind, tho? others ſhould. 
preſumptuouſly ſet in judgment upon 
thee. Adore thy Maker for his bound- 
leſs goodnels, to all the children of men, 
Whatever their ſituation: may be. If thou 
haſt a deep ſenſe of ſuch goodneſs, it will 
naturally inſpire thy mind with the ten- 
dereſt charity, and the trueſt berevolence, 
towards all thy fellow creatures. This 
again will render thee, ſo much the more 
acceptable to him, who is the God of 
all mercy, and the tender father of all 


mankind, | 
lf thou thinkeſt thy neighbor in an er- 
ror, which it is not in thy power to cor- 
rect, it is enough if thou avoideſt falling 
into the ſame miſtake. Still I ſay, be 
charitable, and leave him to that Being, 
who is infinite in wiſdom, and mercy 
and will moſt aſſuredly adjuſt all thoſe 
differences, which men ſo often, and to. 


vainly attempt to regulate. 1 8— 
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DISCOURSE XIII. 


Reflections on falſe judging. 


Have many times obſerved, my 
1 daughter, that whether in religious, 
or worldly concerns, „what men fay for 
themſelves, and what their adverſaries in- 
fer, or repreſent them as ſaying, are ge- 
nerally two very different things : and 
thoſe who will not be at the pains to con- 
ſider diſtinctly, what each ſide alledges 
for itſelf, but will judge of either, by the 
character or repreſentation made of it, will 
be for ever led into erroneous judgments, 
concerning men and things, and continue 
unavoidably ignorant of the true ſtate 
of the matter in queſtion.” Experience 
has taught me that this is ſo much the 
eaſe, I am always ſlow of believing vul- 
gar report. What I told thee, in our laſt 
converſation, were the words which I 
heard from a man's own mouth: yet ſtill 
| | thow 
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thou mightſt perceive that what I conſi- 
dered to be folly, ignorance, or preſump- 
tion, I judged of with compaſſion. 


Nature as oppoſed to grace. 


There is another caution I will give tos 
before I leave the ſubject of religion. 
Mankind are naturally fond of liberty: it is 
with great reluctance, they ſubmit to any 
controll, whether it regards this world or 
the next. But liberty, as applicable to re- 
ligion, conſiſts in the power of over-rul- 
ing our appetites, and acting according 
to the dictates of our reaſon: it is the 
power « of executing what the underſtand- 
ing, when unprejudiced, judges to be fit 
and reaſonable. But thoſe fooliſn men 
who cloak their wickedneſs under the pre- 
| tence, that fin is natural, becauſe we are 
in our nature finful, overlook the material 
part, which 1s, that we are by nature 
rational, and free to do good or evil, 
our freedom conſiſting in hearkening 


to our reaſon, and knowing ourſelves to 
7 _ 
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be dependant on the God that made us; 
and that we continually ſtand in need 
of his grace and divine aſſiſtance. Then, 
and © then only are we free, when our 
reaſon 1s unawed by any falſe fears, and 
unbribed by any fooliſh hopes; not hur- 
ried away by luſt or paſſions, nor cheated 
by the falfe appearances of good. This 
is the liberty of a rational creature and a 
chriſtian, BE. 
| Thoſe who have the power of acting 
reaſonably, have certainly the power of 
acting unreaſonably ; and tho' we are by 
nature prone to evil, we are alſo by nature 
prone to good! and reaſon rightly inform - 
ed, being always on the good fide, there 
is no juſt grounds to complain of nature, 
as if fin were unavoidable : On the con- 
trary we may be wie if we pleaſe. 
Religion and virtue ſignify wiſdom, as 
the ſinner and the fool are always repre- 
ſented in ſcripture, as terms of the 
ſame ſignification. And what does the 
Spirit of God declare to us, unto man be 
ſaith, 
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ſaith, the fear of the Lord, That is wiſdom, 
and to depart from evil, is underſtanding.” 

To a mind virtuouſly diſpoſed, there 
is a native agreeableneſs to the principles 
of true religion, as the body which is 
healthy, is fit and ſuited to the purpo- 
ſes of life. Thou remembereſt that the 
wiſe ſoa of Sirach ſays, that © he bat 
keepeth the law of the Lord, getteth the un- 
derſtanding thereof; we may add, the un- 
derſtanding of every thing elſe, that is 
proper and neceſſary to our well being. 
But it is as true that © cuſtom becomes a ſe- 
cond nature; and where there is a vicious 
inclination and a love of wickedneſs, there 
the mind is blinded : and the heart that 
takes no pleaſure in righteouſneſs, can- 
not be ſuppoſed to ſeek for the grace of 
God, or be fit to receive it, on whatever 
terms it can be offered, 

Thus thou mayeſt perceive how it hap- 
pens, that wicked men become at length 
unable to underſtand religion : and thoſe 
who have long indulged themſelves in a 

Vol. II. P habit 
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habit of infidelity, are ſo very flow in re- 
covering a belief in the great objects of 
faith, This alſo explains, that faith, which 
is generally conſidered as an act of the an- 
derſtanding, and not to be in our power 
to believe as we might wiſh, is however 
one of the rewards of virtue, and a good 
life, as being agreeable to the will of a 
virtuous perſon, Our Saviour mentions 
the ſimplicity of little children, as an ex- 
cellent preparative for religion; and it is 
eaſy to underſtand, that where there is the 
leaſt guile or deceit, there religion will 
ſhew itſelf moſt in its native purity. 
There can be nothing of pride, art or 
cunning in true religion, 

We often hear the ſober part of man- 
kind talk of warring againſt nature, but 
they mean this of our corrupted tate, To 
oppoſe the evil propenſities to which we 
find ourſelves inclined, is the beſt proot 
of being friends to religion. If our paſ- 
ſions rebel, we muſt war againſt them, 
and reduce them to obedience and reaſon : 
= . in 
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in doing this we may poſſibly feel ſome 
ſmart, but this is of the kind we are ſenſi- 
ble of, on the dreſſing a wound, by any 
ſalve which heals it. We are ſo formed 
by nature, that religion only can cure 
the ſoul of its ſickneſs and wounds: And 
as it is natural to ſeek a remedy of our 
diſeaſes, religion becomes as neceſſary to 
the ſoul, as ford to the body. 

Tho' we uſe the word natural, as appli- 


cable to ſome evil inclinations, we think 


nothing ſo unnatural as for a man to de- 
ſtroy himſelf ; and yet all evil inclinations 
tend to his deſtruction. We are aſſured 
that there is no temptation, but ſuch as 
we have the power of reſiſting, if we uſe 
the means preſcribed for ſuch reſiſtance. 
Religion will eaſe thee of the heavy 
chains of «unruly paſſions, and give thee 
freedom from the tyranny of thy appetites. 
Theſe are the ſevere maſters, to whom 
the more obedient thou art, the ſooner 
they will deſtroy thee. Thy only ſure 
relief, can be in a ſincere and earneſt 
P 2 ap- 
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application to thy reaſon, and the precepts 
of religion, which will lead thee to im- 


plore the grace of God, and his divine al- 


ſiſtance. 
Religion is reaſon exalted, and inform- 


ed by the word of God: this calms the 
mind and rectifies all our miſtakes in re- 
gard to both worlds. If thou wouldſt 
be truly ſenſible of the prevalency of its 
charms, take my advice, and court it as 
the true object of thy love. 

Whatever thy fancy may repreſent to 
thee, there is no other object, which can 
make good any promiſe of happineſs, but 
religion, If this were to be purchaſed for 
money, how greatly would it excell in 
price, all things elſe that are in the world 
and yet it becomes ſo much the more va- 
luable, from being common to all the 
children of men: but thoſe only can 
judge rightly of it, who are ſteady and 
conſtant in a virtuous life, and take de- 
light in offering up their prayers to hea- 

ven, 


E 
ven, refreſhing their laboring thoughts 
at this fountain of happineſs. So far from 
a right of complaining of our nature, 
what reaſon could there be for propoling 
ſo high a reward to virtue, if we were ſo 
framed that we could not be vicious ? 

There is no ſecurity for the peace of 
our minds, but as we act agreeable to our 
duty; and for the ſame reaſon thou wilt 
eaſily comprehend that there can be no 
ſolid happineſs till we acquire a rational 
command over ourſelves. God certainly 
never made our duty contrary to our rea- 
ſon, or our nature, whatever thoſe may 
imagine, who neglect their duty ſo much 
as to darken their reaſon. 

By whatever name thou calleſt thy evil 
inclinations, it is thy duty to oppoſe them 
The taſk will become eaſy as ſoon as thou 
art accuſtomed to it; and the ſtruggle 
will be crowned with victory. We are 
aſſured that the power of conquering will 
be given us, if we ſeek it with a ſincere 
heart: and in the end we muſt conquer,, 
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or. periſh, Conquer thyſelf, and thou 
wilt ſubdue the world; thou wilt take 
out the ſting of every thing that is evil in 
it, and ſave thyſelf from its venom ; whilſt 
every thing that is good, will receive 
additional charms, to delight thy heart, 
and improve thy underſtanding. 


Falſe notions concerning the duty of adhering to re- 
ligion, to the neglect of the neceſſary concerns of 

I muſt give thee another charge with 
regard to falſe notions of religion. I have 
heard people talk of entbuſiaſts, who have 
totally neglected their families, and all 
the concerns of this world, ſuppoſing this 
to be neceſſary to maintain an intercourſe 
with the next, and act agreeable to the law 
of God. What a ſtrange abſurdity ! In 
popiſh countries numbers of both ſexes 
live on the ſpoils of the poor, and do no- 
thing: but religion is ſo far from ſuppoſing, 
that we have not bodies to provide for, that 
there is hardly a leſſon in it, which does 
not 
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not teach ſomething that regards the good 
of the body. We are commanded to love 
our neighbor as ourſelves, and conſe- 
quently to love ourſelves, and we. are 
compounded of body and ſcul, and there» 
fore muſt have regard to both. The ſoul 
is intereſted in taking a proper care of the 
body, and is often injured when the health 
of it is deſtroyed. It is the great taſk of life, 
as I have fully explained to thee, to pre- 
ſerve the body under the government of the 
ſoul, as its proper guardian and friend. 

That there are enthuſiaſts of this un- 
toward and ridiculous turn. of mind, I do 
indeed believe, but am perſuaded their 
number is very inconſiderable; and that 
theſe ought rather to be ranked as mad - 
men, than merely as enthufiaſts, The 
wants of the body call loudly on the ſoul, 
and the goodneſs of heaven is not leſs con- 
ſpicuous in the care of it. What are all 
the arts and devices of human life; the 
building houſes to cover us from the in- 
clemency of the ſkies; and the manufac- 
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tures of human invention, for the cover- 
ing our bodies ? From whence ariſe thoſe 
numerous endearing ſocial ties, which 
bind us to each other? What is the ex- 
erciſe of charity, as this relates to the 
body. I was hungry and ye gave me 
food: I was naked and ye cloathed me: 
I was ſick and ye viſited me.“ Theſe, our 
great friend, the redeemer of the world, 
informs us, are <wc7ks which he will re- 
gard as done to himſelf, if we do them 
to others who are in need. And tho? they 
muſt flow from a good ſpirit, they ſurely 
relate to the body. 

Behold the glories of God, diſplayed 
in the brightnels of the ſun, the cooling 
breezes, and the ſhowers which drop fat- 
neſs from the heavens! I hele delight the 
heart of man, but they provide him with 
food and raiment, without which we 
could not live at all, to ſing the praiſes 
of the Almighty Be enefactor. What is 
life with reſpect to our preſent ſtare, but 


as we preſerve the body; therefore to ne- 
olect 
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olect it, is falle piety : it is as contrary to 
the deſigns of providence, as to indulge 
the body in oppoſition to the purity of the 
ſoul : ſo that nothing can be more ſenſe- 
leſs, than That neglect and abſurd auſteri- 
ty, which ſome enchuſiaſtical perſons have 
fallen into, with reſpe& to their bodies. 
Thou ſeeſt that it is founded upon a miſ- 
taken principle: they ſuppoſe that be- 
cauſe the body is to be kept under, and 
made ſubſervient to the great ends of 
heaven, in giving us breath, and for tlie 
purpoſes of preparing the ſpirit for ano- 
ther life, therefore they muſt think of the 
happineſs of another life en/y. This would 
defeat their own end, by a fooliſh contempt 
of the means, by which they are required 
to ſeek it. We are to poſſeſs our veſſel 
in meekneſs and patience, and promote 
the happineſs of human-kind, who are 
compoſed of bodies and ſouls. 

Tho' I give thee this caution againſt a 
falſe notion which pious people ſometimes 
tall into, I believe there are very few ip- 
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ſtances wherein induſtry is checked by pi- 
ety, ſo as to neglect a proviſion for the body, 
The ſobriety recommended by religion, 
naturally tends to promote induſtry. The 
difficulty lies in exerciſing ourſelves in 
temperance, and in ſpiritualizing life, mak- 
ing our angelic, prevail as much as poſſi- 
ble, over our brutal part. But angels act 
according to the laws of their nature; and 
man muſt act according to his. Angels 
- are ſpirits, and require no meat nor 
drink; man in his preſent ſtate, cannot 
ſubſiſt without both; and tho' we are 
told to labor for the bread that comes 
from heaven; ve are alſo told to labor in 
our ſeveral callings, for the bread we eat 
to ſupport our bodies. 


Conſcience the great 1ule conducꝭ. 

Obey the dictates of thy conſcience; 
this fears no accuſation. Bring thyſelf to 
this point; and I will venture to pro- 
nounce thou haſt made ſuch a progreſs 
in the great leſſons of an honeſt and 
good life, that thou wilt ſoon become 


high: 
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high in eſtimation with God and men. 
„Do well and doubt no man; do ill and 
doubt all men.“ This is a proverb from 
whence thou may'ſt learn how to be hap- 
Py, and free from danger; free from fear, 
and conſequently free from all bitter care. 
If thy conſcience is clear, thou wilt en- 
joy the higheſt pleaſure here, in the hopes 
of happineſs hereafter : if it is terrified 
with a ſenſe of guilt unrepented of, thy life 
will be full of painful apprehenſions, with 
regard both to the preſent and the future; 
and conſequently thou wilt be miſerable. 
Thou, my dear Maxy, art yet com- 
paratively in a ſtate of innocence. —Grant, 
O heavens, thou may'ſt continue in 
it! — and let me die in peace ! Re- 
member that © it is always term-time 
in the court of conſcience ; and every 
one committing @ treſpaſs is the priſo- 
ner of juſtice, as ſoon as it is done,“ 
whether it be known or not, No one 
ever offended againſt his own conſcience, 
but 
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but rf or loft, it was revenged upon him. 

After having this conſideration conti- 
nually in my thoughts, I have not been 
able to diſcover how any one can live 
with a clear conſcience, unleſs he reck- 
ons upon every day, in ſome meaſure, as 
his laſt, ſo far I mean as regards a clear 
account with heaven. This can be the 
only way of living in a ſtate of conſtant 


obedience and preventing a ſurprize. 
Make the moſt of life thou can'ſt : a 


good conſcience is the greateſt, and cleareſt 


eſtate, as was mentioned by the worthy 
gentleman (a). There is no remaining fixt 
to a point; thou wilt be always going on 
improving, or giving way and growing 
worſe. Time never ſtands ſtill: our 


nature ſubjects us to change; all things 


about us are changeable, and our change 
ſhould always be for the better : the ſoul 


lorgs for perfection, and virtue hath no 
bounds, 


(a) Pact 56. 
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O my daughter, if thou art wiſe, learn to 
bear evil with patience and reſignation ; 
and to enjoy good with moderation and gra- 
titude; ſtill keeping thy conſcience clear. 
Tho? thou ſhould'ſt remain low in condi- 
tion, thou may'ſt rank high in virtue: but 
all the wealth in the world, will not com- 
penſate for a bad conſcience. Let a little 
time paſs, and all the diſtinctions about 
which mankind make ſuch a buſtle, and 
often hazard their conſcience, and their 
ſouls, drop into the grave. The earth will 
cover us all, &er long and ſhe herſelf 
will be changed; and therefore it 1s abſurd 
to be exalted or dejected, beyond meaſure, 
about any thing here below. 

Endevor, I ſay, to be calm and un- 
diſturbed, good and wiſe, even to the 
laſt. I will venture to aſſure thee, from 
the variety I have ſeen in my own life, 
that reality ſcarce ever equals imagi- 
nation. Our earthly delights ate ſeldom 
ſo ſweet in enjoyment, as they are in ex- 
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pectation; but the pleaſures of the mind 
are always ſweet, in proportion as they 
ariſe from a quiet conſcience, and a mind 
full of hope. 

Think conſtantly of the precepts and 
commands of the Saviour of the world, and 
obey them, that he may plead thy cauſe, 
and obtain thy pardon. This is the ſum 
and ſubſtance of religion. He atoned, by 
his blood, for all thy ſecret and unbeeded 
faults, and infirmities; and with regard to 
thy ins, I hope thou wilt repent of them, 
that his interceſſion may prevail to ſave 
thy ſoul alive. | 

In every circumſtance of thy life, whilſt 
thou do'ſt think, thou ſtandeil, take heed 
not to fall, Preſume not on thine own 
ſtrength, for this is one ſtep towards fall- 
ing; noryet abandon the talents with which 
God hath entruſted thee. Underſtand thy 
daily prayer, and fly from temptation. Let 
thy practice demonſtrate thy belief; and 
apply the precepts of thy religion to the 


molt ſulſtantial uſe. He ho died to redeem 
tho 
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the world, moſt certainly died for thee. 
This is a thought which muſt be ſo inte · 
reſting to thec, that if thou art not anx- 
ious to obey his laws, thou wilt be a mon- 
fter of ingratitude; and not the leſs for 
ſuch numbers being in the ſame degree 
of guilt. | 

If we examine the thoughts of oar own 
hearts, and follow others alſo to the 
laſt ſcene of life; thoſe who have been the 
moſt devoted to the pleaſures of the world, 
and have had the greateſt means of in- 
dulging themſelves, ſtill find that the re- 
membrance rather leaves a ſting, than a 
delight behind: Guilty pleaſures cer- 
tainly bite ike an envenomed ſerpent. 
From hence it is very plain, that if the. 
ſoul retains her habits and inclinations, 
after ſeparation from the body, we muſt 
nod acquire a habit of virtue, and learn 
how to delight in it, or it is impoſſible but 
that we ſhall be miſerable. Virtue has 
ſome foretaſte of her reward, even in this 
world ; and vice ſuffers an inward threat- 
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ning of miſery. To judge from what 
we ſee and underſtand, of the common 
concerns of life, it is moſt reaſonable to 
conclude, that a clear conſcience is the 
higheſt feaſt. This is always blooming, 
always affording a ſucceſſion of delightful 
entertainment; but © a wounded ſpirit 

who can bear ?” | 
I remember a proverb, my maſter uſed. 
to repeat, which I think he ſaid he learnt. 
in Spain. He that loſeth wealth, 
loſeth much; he who loſeth a friend, 
loſeth more; but he that loſeth his 
ſpirits, loſeth all.“ And if this is ap- 
plicable to the common concerns of lite, 
how much more is the latter part true, 
when applied to a wounded conſcicuce. To 
be ſenſible that the conſcience is wounded, 
is one part of its cure, provided we keep 
the ſore open till it heals effectually; and 
not as thoſe who ſkin it over, or do any 
thing to divert the pain, It fareth. 
with men of an evil conſcience, when they 
muſt die, as it does with riotous ſpend- 
thrifts, 
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chrifts, when they muſt pay their debts : 
They have declined coming to account 
from a diſtruſt of their inability to pay, 
all at length they are totally incapable of 


making any ſatisfaction,“ and the hand of 
Juſtice overtakes them. Think, O my 
dear Maxx, that divine Juſtice comes 
with leaden feet, yet if we perſiſt in our 
offences, it will ſtrike with iron hands. 

Heaven preſerve thy ſoul unſpotted from: 
the world ! 


The language of ſenſe applied to religions. 
Thou wilt perceive that in moſt in- 
ſtances which concern God and the 
ſoul, we cannot carry our thoughts ſo 
high, or find language proper to ex- 
preſs them, but as we borrow words from 
ſenſe and reaſon, The ſcriptures, which 
were written for our learning, ſpeak of 
the anger, and the love, the hands, and the 
eyes of God, and ſuch like; at the ſame 
time that we are to guard againſt groſs 
conceptions, as we know that God is a ſpirit: 
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not viſible to mortal eyes, infinite in pu- 
rity, and devoid of paſſion. In the ſame 
manner we juſtly draw. concluſions of 
what is to be, from what we ſee; and 
from our faith, which is the evidence of 
things unſeen. Theſe muſt be thy guide: 
and conclude, that it is equally inconſiſtent 
with faith and common ſenſe, to ſuppoſe - 
that God who is infinitely wiſe, who knows 
thy. heart, and demands thy obedience, 
will give thee his grace, if thou doſt not aft 
for it. He commands thee to aſk, and 
to pour out thy heart in ſupplications be- 
fore him; and promiſes that he will . 
bear thy petitions. 

Thou ſeeſt by the prayer-book (a) 
which I gave thee, that I have thought 


of almoſt every circumſtance in life which 


can happen to thee. There is a variety 
for every occaſion, wherein thy mind may 
be troubled with git, or folly ; or exalted 


with hope. Ule the prayer moſt fitted to 


the occaſion; whether it expreſſes praiſe 


or 
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or-adoration, humility, pen GXces « or tlie: i 
fear of God. — 
The. advantage of bumility. 
In common life, Mary, we eſteem 
humility, one of the moſt excellent. of 
moral virtues. It makes us love our fel- 
low creatures, and often attracts their af-- 
fection: but can excite no malice or en- 
vy. It has one peculiar advantage, adapt- 
ed to all circumſtances, for it ſets us 
above the world in the trueſt and beſt 
ſenſe: for © he that is little in his own 
eyes, will not be troubled to be thought ſo 
by others.” The conſequence of which. 
is, freedom from temptations to pride and 
envy ; whilſt it bids fair to ſubdue anger, 
ambition, and all other turbulent paſſions, 
which are ſo apt to inflame and diſturb 
the human breaſt, Thus, what is moſt 
pleaſing to God, is at the ſame time moſt 
productive of worldly happineſs. *< Blef.. 
ſed are the meek, for they ſhall inherit. 
the earth.“ be 
Thou haſt promiſed me in the moſt 
ſolemn manner to be humble, and to uſe. | 
thy 
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thy endevors to be virtuous, and I think 
thou art ſincere. But conſider that thy 
promiſe amounts. only to this, that thou 
art determined to uſe the beſt means to 
obtain this end. Learn then what. the beſt 
means are: diſtinguiſh them well in thy 
thoughts, and without trifling or delay, 
proceed to put. them into conſtant uſe and 
practice. Our words, our actions, and 
our thoughts, ſhould all harmonize with 
the hopes we entertain of a life to come. 
Whether we labor or toil for the bread 
we eat, or. reliſh its ſweets in eaſe and af- 
fluence, it makes no difference with re- 
gard to our aſſiduity, in the great buſi- 
neſs of preparation for eternity. 

To ſearch after happineſs here, at any 
hazard of miſery hereafter, is in. effect to 
cheat ourſelves in the groſſeſt manner, 
and to reject the rules of the goſpel. 
Thou muſt not halt between both worlds. 
That mighty Sovereign who is the King 
of glory, and the Prince of peace, to whom 

| every 
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every knee does bow, of things in heaven 
and things in earth, ſees and knows the 
minuteſt circumſtance of thy conduct; 
and demands thy unreſerved obedience. 


Our Saviour commands us to learn of 


him, for that he is meek and lowly > 
and if we follow. his example, we ſhall find- 


reſt unto. our ſouls. From whence we 


may eaſily conclude, that we ſhall not 
find any ſuch reſt, if we are turbulent, 
ambirious, covetous, or diſcontented. One 
tally. of anger, one emotion of envy, or 


unchaſte deſire, naturally begets another; 


and till we conquer ourſelves, we certainly 
ſhall not be at peace. The mind is the. 
ſeat of empire in the little world within: 


us, and if its ſubjects mean to be at 


peace, they muſt be quiet. 

If any temptation creates an extraordi- 
nary tumult in thy breaſt, concerning what 
is right to be done, conſult thy conſcience, 
and humble thyſelf before thy God. Hu- 
mility hath amazing properties, and ope- 
rates on the paſſions like a charm. If 

againlt 
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apainſt thy better judgment, thy inclina- 
tion pulls thee with the cords of iniquity, 
fly to thy prayers for ſuccor. Think of 
the effects of irigratitude: conſider the ter- 
rors of an offended conſcience: bring that 
to thine eyes immediately, which muſt 
ſurely happen: and ſtartle at the bitter 
pangs of remorſe | 


The providence of Ged towards man, bis great com- 
fart, 

All that is recorded in the ſcriptures, 
was to ſerve ſome great end; and what 
could this be, but that men ſhould know 
the will of heaven, and learn from exam- 
ple as well as precept, what part to act? 
The almighty would not exact our obedi- 
ence, without telling us what his laws 
are: nor can we be ſo ſtupid to imagine, 
that he hath given us /aws, and at the 
ſame time left us at liberty, whether we will 
obey them or not. Does any wiſe go- 
vernment act thus? How much leſs the 


all- wiſe ruler of heaven and earth 
| Thou. 


49 
I hou ſeeſt what God hath done for us, 
in making ſuch a world, as far as we 
know, only for our uſe; but we are moſt 


certainly made for the ends of his glory, in 
the true u/e of it. And what are our re- 


wards to be? The applauſe of the world, 
is but a ſmall object: But ſtill virtue 


receives ſome reward in this world, tho? 
ſhe diſdains to ſeek it where this world 
only is concerned; for that would be in 
effect to ceaſe to be virtuous, But how 
vaſt is the reward which is promiſed 
in a life to come] We do not under- 
ſtand the ways of nature in the viſible 
world, much leſs of providence, therefore 
we cannot draw any certain concly/ion, con- 
cerning the events of life, what is good, 
or what is þeft for us. We fee ſa much pa- 
tience exerciſed towards the moſt wicked, 
t we are almoſt induced to wonder, 
that they are not puniſhed , and yet reaſon 
and religion teach us, that it is the good» 
neſs of God which affords them ſo much 
time for repentance, that they may nat 
fall 


In 
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fall into deſtruction. When we ſee good 
men afflicted, which frequently happens 
to ſome, during the whole courſe of a long 
life; for what can this be, but to exer- 
ciſe their faith, and advance them in their 
progreſs to perfection? There needs no 
extraordinary powers of underftanding to 
reconcile ſuch events. We ought to 
think ourſelves happy, in that we know 
enough to make us happy. If we are not 
ſo happy as we deſire, it is well we are 
not ſo miſerable as we deſerve. There 
are none but have received more good than 
they have done; and done more evil than 
they have ſuffered.” This ſeems to be a fair 
and a candid ſtate of things. Providence 
is ſtil] indulgent, in whatever happens, to 
keep us in mind of what may happen in 
the world of ſpirits, where the righteous 
judge of mankind will determine what 
our ſtate ſhall be. Every thing is ordered 
with infinite goodneſs, wiſdom, and mer- 
cy; but it is ordered with juſtice too. 
Notwithſtanding the imperfections of our 

nature 


(18 ) 
nature, we now ſee what is right and fit 
to be done, in moſt caſes ; and puniſh great 
offences according to laws : will not Ged, 
who is the fountain of reaſon, and the 
perfection of wiſdom, diſpoſe of us 
agreeable to his own wiſdom and juſtice ? 
Strive earneſtly to pleaſe him, in what- 
ever thou perceiveſt to be right; and that 
which thy conſcience even whiſpers thee to 
be wrong, there is ſo ſtrong a preſump- 
tion that it will be diſpleaſing to God, thou 
ſnouldſt forbear, and fly from it, left it 
ſting thee to death. Do not offend againſt 
the law of thine own mind. 

It is not only the tranſcient pleaſures 
of life, which ſhould be rejected with dif- 
dain, when they expoſe us to danger, or 
come in competition with duty ; but as the 
preſent life is nothing, compared to our 
future ſtate, That future ſtate muſt be the 
firſt conſideration. Indeed, Mary, I am 
ſo fully convinced of this, that I am un- 
der no anxiety, as to what thy lot may be 
in this world, provided thy 29 
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ous, I hope all other good will follow /: For 
whilſt thou art virtuous, thou never wilt 
be forſaken of God, or totally rejected by 
thy fellow creatures : but if thou ſhouldſt 
become WOOTEN may wy e 
end! | 


Neeoff if repentance and ſel If-denial, | 

Thou art \ ſenſible, that when we do our 
beſt, we are all /inners ; and as ſorrow for 
ſin, and amendment of life 1 is repentance, we 
muſt all of us be on the watch, and conſi- 
der how beſt to expreſs the ſincertiy of ſuch 
repentance: It may be juſtly concluded, 
that if we give no proof of it, in a man- 
ner ſatisfactory to our on minds, it will 
not be accepted by God. If chou art re- 
ally ſorry for the faults thou committeſt, 
and not on thy guard. to avoid com- 
miting the ſame again: if thou do'ſt not 
endevor to regulate thy affections, and 
confine them to ſuch objects as are plea- 
fing to God, how can it be * chat n 


repenteſt? | 
5 a. 
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Alitention to the ſcriptures the beſt preſervative. 
Haſt thou never heard a proverb, that 
%a man is a hon in his own cauſe?” 
What is there ſo daring, which hath not 
been done, even by thy ſex, when ſome 
great motive of hope or fear, love or hatred, 
has operated ſtrongly in the mind ? Many 
have laughed at death itſelf, in quelt of 
their object. What thinkeſt thou, MAR, 
of the courage and reſolution neceſſary to 
diſtingurſh between this world and the 
next; and to purſue thy true intereſt? 
All of us look for happineſs, tho ſome 
ſeek it in paths which lead to miſe- 
ry. Think what it is boldly to maintain 
a virtuous courſe of life, in ſearch of 
heaven! Is not this thy cauſe ;—the cauſe 
on which thy all depends? 
We have, in our ſeveral converſations, in- 


dulged our thoughts moſt freely, in ſearch- 


ing after happineſs. We have conſidered 
the duty of piety. We have reconciled our- 


ſelves even to death; and beencomforted in 
R2 the 
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the aſſurance of the immortality of ihe ſoul. 
We have perſuaded ourſelves, that what- 
ever Elſe concerns life, the more neceſſary 
it is, the more naturally it will preſent it- 
ſelf to us, and we ſhall not want any thing 
that can be reafonably deſired. 

It hath been well obſerved of the great 
idol of the world, money, that we ought 
to have it in our heads, but not in our 
hearts. Common prudence teaches the 
uſe and value of it; but it is true, if once 
it takes hold of our affections, and com- 
mands our judgment, it becomes as poi- 
fon to the ſoul. Religion, on the other- 
hand, muſt be in our hearts, or it will not 
be in our beads: We muſt cheriſh it as 
our firſt, our beſt, our darling object. 
Where are we to apply in all the various 
diſtreſſes to which life is ſubje&t ? How 
are we to reſiſt the attack of our enemies? 
To whom can we appeal, in many caſes, 
but to God; or to what, but his werd 
contained in the ſcriptures? Religion is 
the antidote againſt the poiſonous ſhafts of 

lin 1 
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fin; and we are led, not only by the rea- 
ſon and experience of mankind, but alſo 
required by divine authority, to read the 
word of God, with ſincerity of heart 
and cloſe and ſincere attention, 

It is not the cuſtom. of our times, 
even for parents, to command their chil- 
dren, after a certain age, with reſpect to re- 
ligious duties; and where the freedom of 
the heart muſt be exerciſed, it may be in 
vain, to do more than remind them of 
their danger. If thou wilt take my advice, 
read the New Teſtament every day of thy 
life; tho? ir ſhould be but a verſe or tuo, 
in order to ſupply thyſelf with ſome good 
thought. Lend a patient ear to theſe 
oracles of God. Read what thou clearly 
comprehendeſt. Tranſcribe what thou 
readeſt into thine heart, and cheriſh it in 
thy boſom. 

Children at ſchool, are frequently diſ- 
treſſed by the tſt which is ſet them; and 
diſguſted with reading the ſacred writings, 
before they in the leaſt comprehend the 
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importance of them. They begin to 
ſoon: they are overwhelmed with quan- 

Fifty : the portion is injudicioully choſen : 
it is not properly read and repeated to 
them, nor adapted to their tender mind : 
They are not ſtruck with awe, as they 
| ought to be: and thus I fear the ſcrip- 
tures are too often rendered irkfome, by 
being forced on them: and it is a ſad truth, 
that many are negligent, in this great ar- 

ticle, all the remainder of their lives. 

If the circumſtances of the life and 
death of Chriſt, what he did and ſuffered, 
and what he hath commanded and forbid- 
den, were made the rule of life, we ſhould 
feel our exiſtence in a very different man- 
ner, and ourdays would paſs in greater joy. 
Such font are neceffary at all tines; but 
if we do not learn and reliſh them, whilſt 
ve are in youth, how are we to form our 
taſte, and model our lives, as we advance 
in years? If we dwell on the ſenſe contain- 
ed in the ſcriptures, and confider them as 
he 


Y 
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the words of eternal life, we ſhall not be 
at a loſs to find the road to a happy eter- 
nity, What years have I ſquandered?! 
How often have I offended my reaſon ! 
From experience I now am qualified to 
be thy inſtructor: O my daughter, attend 
to my words, and be wiſe ! 

The virtues of a chriſtian ſhine forth in 
times of diſtreſs, when theſe leffons only 
can direct him; yet is there but one way 
to learn them truly, and this is to practice 
them. Couldſt thou take a furvey of all 
the ſplendor of the world, and be aſſured 
of the] poſſeſſion of it, what would it 
avail? Wouldſt thou prefer it to thy duty 
to God? But thou haſt no property but 
thy good mind, and the work which thy 
hands can do; and is thy duty the leſs eaſy 
to perform? Can any of us ſay we have 
not time enough to perform our duty ? 
Alas, the truth is, life is too ſhort to 
allow of any time for negligence ; and 
happy thoſe who have the feweſt tempta- 


rions to abuſe it. There is not one good 
rea- 
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eaſon for waiting a ſingle day to do our 
duty, but there are ſuch unnumbered rea- 
ſons againſt it, as render it madneſs to de- 
fer the taſk. All things conſpire to warm 
thy heart; to ſtrengthen thy reaſon; and 
animate thy vigilance in the cauſe of vir- 
tue. Thy wantof riches, is in many reſpects 
freedom from temptation, and may act 
as a faithful friend, and a powerful pa- 
tron. Such is the kindneſs of heaven, in 
that which is witheld, as well as in that 
which may be g:ven. Let us employ our 
time as the great diſpoſer requires of us. 


The conſequences of good and evil, 


Conſider the unchangeable ſtate of good 
and evil; and that ſtriftly ſpeaking there 


is nothing good or evil, but what is vir- 


tuous or vicious. What is that know- 
ledge which does not direct and govern 
our lives, or what thoſe riches which are 
not employed agreeable to the : deſigns of 
ae ? 


L 
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I learnt in my early days, that even hea- 
thens concluded, from the diſtreſs in 
which virtue is ſometimes involved; and 
from the ſplendor in which vice frequently 
triumphs, there muſt be a ſtate of rewards. 
and puniſhments after death; and accord- 
ingly, my maſter told me, that their anci- 
ent poets repreſented this ſtate, in very 
ſtrong and ſignificant terms, They had no 
clear lights to guide them; we have fuck 
lights. No man on earth has been in hea- 
ven, or in hell, to tell us what is paſſing 
there ; but the word of God gives us as 
much information in this matter, as can 
poſſibly be neceſſary 1 for if men believe it 
not, neither would they be perſuaded tho? 
one ſhould riſe from the dead.” Could I, 
my dear Maze, © reptefent/to thee the 
different ſtates of good and bud men: 
Could I give thee the proſpe& which the 
<« bleſſed martyr St. STEPREN had; and 
« ſhew thee the bleſſed Fe$vs, at the right 
hand of God, ſurrounded with angels, 
Land the /pirigs Y juſt nen mage perfet? : 
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* Could I open thine ears to hear the ne- 

« ver ceaſing hymns of praiſe, which the 

« bleſſed above fing to him that was, and 

* 7s, and is to come: to the lamb that was 

lain, but liveth for ever: Could I lead 

« thee through the unbounded regions of 

eternal day, and ſhew the mutual and 

« unbounded joys of ſaints, who are at reſt 
from their labor, and live for ever in the 

« preſence of God !—Or could I change 
* the ſcene, and unbar the iron-gates of 

« hell, and carry thee through ſolid dark- 

e neſs, to the fire that never goes out, and 
% to the worm that never dies: Could 1 

« ſhew thee the apoſtate angels, faſt 

„bound in chains, or the ſouls of wicked 

« men, overwhelmed with torment. and 

« deſpair : Could I open thine ears to 
„hear the deep itſelf groan with the 

&* continual cries of miſery ; cries which 

can never reach the throne of mer- 
«cy, but return in ſad echoes, and 
add even to the very horrors of 
hell:“ Could I do this, my daughter, 
| 1 
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I ſhould rouſe every faculty of thy ſoul; 
and arm thee with a triple ſhield to guard 
it againſt the dangers it is expoſed to. 
What I have been ſaying to thee, is not 
viſionary ' nor fanatical; they are the 
words of a great ſtateſman, philoſopher, 
and divine (a), drawn from the ſcrip- 
tures ; and thou mayſt plainly perceive 
in them, the moſt nervous ſenſe, and 
manly piety, devoid of all poetical fiction, 
and free from the bitter ſighs of melan- 
choly, the falfe fears of ſuperſtition, or 
the irregular warmth of enthuſiaſm. 
Revolve this deſcription calmly in thy 
thoughts ; view it as the genuine produce 
of the ſtrength of the underſtanding ; and 
the pureſt zeal of the heart. Make it 
thine own, by recollection; and live, as if 
thou hadſt the glories of heaven in thy 
view! Thus, by the mercies of God, thou 
| wilt 


— 


— 


(a) Dr. SHERLOCK, late biſhop of London, 
Vol. I. diſcourſe I, ; 


( 
wilt Cer long arrive in thoſe bliſsful regi- 
ons, which the learned and judicious 
prelate has ſo beatifully deſcribed, there 
to ſing hallelujahs before the throne of the 
Almighty, in the-tranſcendent glory of the 
one ſupreme, and partake of that hap- 
pineſs which ſurpaſſes all. deſcription, and 
willenquie for cuur and c. 
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